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Now for church programs 


parent discussions 
selected from Hearthstone 


A house is just a place where a family lives. 
Usually it contains two parents and one or 
more children. These 10 study-discussion 
programs are selected to help parents create 
a Christian family atmosphere. 


The articles are complete with program suggestions, 
resource reading for the pupil and guidance materials 
for the leader. Convenient paperbound volume. 
$1.00. 


Christian Growth in Family Life. Hearth- 
stone Parent Program Series 1—compiled 
by Richard E. Lentz. To help parents 
improve their skill and understanding in 
parenthood and achieve the ideals of Chris- 
tian growth in family life these study articles 
have been compiled into one volume. The 
titles and authors are: “Faith of Early 
Childhood” by Ruth W. Howard, “Your 
Child Grows Toward God” by Margaret S. 
Ward, ‘Parents Are Stand-ins for God” by 
Geneva Selsor, “Spiritual Care and Feeding 
of Adolescents” by Vera Channels, “Your 
Child and Religious Differences” by Doris 
Clore Demaree, “The Family Practices Re- 
ligion at Home’’ by Olive Walker Hanson, 
“Helping Children Find Their Place in the 
Church” by Harriet and Ed Dowdy, ‘Teach- 
ing World-Mindedness to Children” by 
Barbara Faiss, ‘Interracial Friendship in the 
Family” by Leon R. Robinson, and ““Temper- 
ance in the Home” by Caryl D. Slifer. 
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by Edith Lovejoy Pierce 


All things were made through him... in 
him was life... —JouHNn 1:3, 4a. 


OW were all things made through him? 

How did chaos become Creation? What 

is the one thing every living being must have 

for life, for wholeness, for sanity? It must 
have a center. 

Notice the corolla of a flower, the two 
transverse triangles forming the throat of 
an iris. See how a fern grows upward like 
a crown. Consider the wings of a butterfly, 
with their parallel markings—the two halves 
of the creature held together by the hinge 
of its body. Notice the shifting center of a 
dancer’s balance. Remember the hub of a 
hurricane, the axis of the earth. 


The brain is the center of the nervous 
system, the heart of the circulatory system. 
When a person is mentally deranged we say 
he is ‘‘off center.”’ 


All things ‘‘are made’’ by being organized 
around a center, or thrust outward from a 
center. The Logos, the Word, is the prin- 
ciple of centrality that calls Creation into 
being. Nothing can be itself without this 
principle. <A personality cannot be genuine 
without a center, for it is the center that 
confers integrity. 

Christ is the center of the soul, as he is 
the center of the Church. Those who are 
truly one are one in him. 

Christ is the center of time, as he is the 
center of space. He stands between the 
centrifugal and the centripetal, holding the 
world in balance. Men flee from him, or 
come to him. At the center of this dual 
movement is the Cross, which is both Judg- 
ment-seat and Throne of Grace. 

Christ is at the center of God, as he is at 
the center of man. Being both God and 
man, he reconciles the world unto the Father. 

Prayer: O Lord, be thou the center of my 
life, and of my song. Now and forever. 
Amen. | 





Edith Lovejoy Pierce, British-born American citizen 
living in Evanston, Illinois, is the author of two books 
of verse published by Harpers and more recently has 
concerned herself with prose. 
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by Harold L. Lunger 


This is the concluding portion 
of Dr. Lunger’s article which 
was begun in last week’s issue. 
Here is a stimulating challenge 
to those who sometimes forget 
the operation of the church Mon- 
day through Saturday. 


ARTICIPATION in the social 
issues of the day is part of 
our duty as churchmen! In the 
words of Elton Trueblood, “It is a 
gross error to suppose that the 
Christian cause goes forward 
solely or chiefly on week ends. 
What happens on the regular 
week days may be far more im- 
portant, so far as the Christian 
faith is concerned, than what 
happens on Sunday.””! 
Why did Christianity spread 
so rapidly through the pagan Ro- 
man World? Not because of 





Dr. Lunger is professor and head 
of the department of Christian 
ethics at Brite College of the Bi- 
ble, Texas Christian University, 
Fort Worth. 
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stately cathedrals thronged on 
Sundays with worshipers! Not 
through the exalted music of 
choirs or organs or the oratorical 
flourishes of seminary-trained 
preachers! Rather it was _ be- 
cause the rank and file of the 
early church took their faith with 
them and lived it out every day 
of the week—in the home and 
neighborhood and on the job. 
That is the way the spirit of 
Christianity permeated arid 
transformed the pagan world. 

That is the only way the 
church can transform and re- 
deem a city or nation today. 
Each individual, wherever he 
goes and whatever he does, must 
be a vital center of Christian in- 
fluence. 

Jesus once declared that the 
Kingdom of God is like yeast. 
But yeast accomplishes nothing 
as long as it remains tightly 
pressed and packaged in a cake. 
Only as it is dispersed through 
the flour it is to leaven, only 
then does it do its job. 


Tile GAURCH 


Monday Through Saturday I 


. 


So with the church! The 
church does not perform its mis- 
sion in the world when its mem- 
bers are crowded together shoul- 
der to shoulder in the pews on 
Sunday morning. It really goes 


_to work when those members 


walk out the church door, fan out 
across the city, and then through 
the week perform their varied 
tasks each in his own home, of- 
fice, school room, or shop. 

The first assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, meeting in 
Amsterdam in 1948, put it in 
these words: “It is through the 
laity that. the Church has the 
greatest and most natural oppor- 
tunity to show in and to the 
world that the message of the Bi- 
ble... [is] relevant to the real 
problems and needs of men... . 
In the laity the Church has a 
body of men and women in which 
the real daily meeting of the 
Church and the world on its own 
ground takes place.’’? 

It is curious that when we 
speak of the church doing some- 
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thing about a social problem, like 
juvenile delinquency, for exam- 
ple, we usually envision a 
preacher getting up in the pulpit 
and preaching a sermon about 
it! Why do we not think of the 
Christian judges or social work- 
ers who are dealing with prob- 
lem boys and girls day after day 
as a part of their job? 

Why do we fail to recognize 
the work of Christian teachers 
who spend their time, five days 
a week, with groups of children 
and youth bursting with energy 
and curiosity, as they open doors 
of opportunity and seek to direct 
these energies into constructive 
channels of Christian citizenship. 

Why do we not think of those 
Christian laymen who work in 
Y’s and settlement houses, plan- 
ning and supervising recreation 
for children—underprivileged 
and overprivileged alike? Or 
Christian parents who take time 
to play with their own and their 
neighbors’ children to keep them 
out of the streets and unwhole- 
some hang-outs? This is where 
the church really gears into the 
problem of juvenile delinquency, 
is it not? You are the gears! 

The same is true of the alcohol 
and sex problems, labor relations, 
racial matters, world order and 
peace, and most of the other is- 
sues that confront the Christian 
conscience. You are the ones 
who are out there where the “real 
daily meeting of the Church and 
the world on its own ground 
takes place.” 

Granted you are not always 
conscious of the fact, for exam- 
ple, that you are helping deter- 
mine the character of labor rela- 
tions in America by your attitude 
toward your own employer or 
your own employees! Granted 
you are not always sure of what 
you, as a Christian, ought to 
think and do—as about the race 
issue! Granted that sometimes 
when you know what you ought 
to do—in regard, perhaps, to 
drinking—you do not have the 
courage to buck the social pres- 
sures of your group! 

Still the fact remains that if 
the church is to do anything con- 
structive about these issues, it 
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must do so through you and the 
members of your own and other 
churches. What you do about 
these things is far more decisive 
than what all the preachers in the 
country say from their pulpits. 

This is the reason fresh atten- 
tion is being given today to the 
subject of Christian vocation— 
not the vocation of the preacher, 
but the vocation or “calling” of 
the laity. In 1952 an interde- 
nominational conference was held 
at Buffalo on the theme “The 
Christian and His Daily Work.” 
In some communities interde- 
nominational groups of Christian 
laymen in a given profession— 
law, for example—have met to 
cosider their professional respon- 
sibilities in light of their Chris- 
tian commitment: “What are 
our peculiar opportunities as 
lawyers for furthering Christian 
purposes? What are some of our 
peculiar problems and _ tempta- 
tions?” 

In the same way nurses, busi- 
nessmen, labor leaders, social 
workers, teachers, and other vo- 
cational groups have met ear- 
nestly and prayerfully to consider 
such questions concerning their 
particular fields of service. Men’s 
Fellowships have devoted series 
of meetings to the subject, as 
have women’s, young adult, and 
youth groups. Popular books 
have been written on the theme 
by men like Robert Calhoun, 
Douglas Steere, and Elton True- 
blood. 

“The Social Responsibilities of 
Christians in Their Daily Work” 
—this is a phase of our church- 
manship to which much more at- 
tention needs to be given if the 
faith we profess and celebrate on 
Sundays is to become a redemp- 
tive and saving force in the daily 
life of our city and world. 


HAT then is the relation- 

ship between Sunday’s wor- 
ship and sermon and our week- 
day ministry as disciples of 
Christ? Something like this: In 
many instances the work of the 
week is distracting, to say the 
least! Our vision of God is 
dimmed. We are so involved with 
petty details that we lose our 
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bearings. Absorbed with means, 
we may lose our vision of the 
ends of life. 

Trying to be honest and stand 
up for what we believe to be 
right, our spiritual energies are 
depleted. Amid conflicting judg- 
ments as to what is right, we be- 
come confused and wonder what 
God would really have us do. 
Rubbing shoulders with some 
who have no God but expediency, 
we find ourselves being tempted 
to rationalize and to take the 
course of expediency ourselves. 

Our daily prayers and family 
worship help. But they are not 
enough. Then on Sunday morn- 
ing we come together in the sanc- 
tuary. There our vision of God 
is renewed, we reaffirm our alle- 
giance to Christ, we get our bear- 
ings by recalling the ends and 
purposes of our existence, our 
reservoirs of spiritual energy are 
replenished, and we listen to one 
who tries to present not just his 
own ideas but the best thinking 
of the whole church, as he under- 
stands it, about some of the com- 
mon issues and problems that 
face Christians from day to day 
and the resources that are avail- 
able for our daily living. In ad- 
dition, We meet together in 
church school classes to study 
the Bible together and to seek 
God’s will, sharing our best think- 
ing with and often learning from 
others whose experiences give 
them different insights and per- 
spectives on some of the issues 
that disturb and confuse. 

The church service, thus, is 
not an end in itself. There is a 
vital relationship between our 
Sunday worship and our witness 
through the week. It has been 
said that “the holiest moment of 
the church service is the moment 
when God’s people—strengthened 
by preaching and Sacrament—go 
out of the church door into the 
world to be the church.” 





1Elton Trueblood, Your Other Vo- 
cation, Harper and Brothers, p. 57. 

2World Council of Churches: Am- 
sterdam Assembly. Official Report, 
pp. 154-155. 

3Ernest Southcott, “The House- 
Church Experiment,” Faith at Work, 
Oct.-Nov., 1958, p. 25. 
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Reason Steps In (Thoughts on Matthew 5:44) 


T’S great to be right—and to prove it with 

logic. You know how it goes. First, “Now 
this is so, isn’t it?” Second, ‘‘And this is so, 
too, isn’t it?” ‘Ah ha! Therefore this con- 
clusion follows logically, just like I said in 
the first place!” 

At the Oregon convention recently, we 
were pleased with the joyous, healthy atti- 
tudes of four young people who participated 
in a panel discussion. It was not to their 
discredit but revealing of the culture of our 
times, to hear one of them set this familiar 
old logical trap for another member. 

It was the old cliche, “Would you sit and 
let someone come into your home and kill 
your family?” This bunch got out of it by 
laughing. Usually the logical punch line is 
“Therefore, let’s get out and kill some of 
the current enemies.’’ Often it is unspoken 
but assumed. 

The trouble with this kind of logic is that 
it is the easy way out. Yes, we nearly al- 
ways choose to die fighting the enemy, not 
because we like to fight but because it is 
easier than loving him. 

Disciples of Christ have pointed with pride 
to the reasonableness of their approach to 
the Christian religion. The influence of the 
Common Sense school of theology and of 
John Locke upon Alexander Campbell and 
Walter Scott has been considered a definite 
asset in ridding ourselves of outworn theo- 
logical creeds. 

There is no reason why religion need be 
contrary to common sense in many ways. 
There are deeper aspects of the Christian 
faith, however, which defy natural explana- 
tion. Logic explains human systems of 
thought; God’s ways are sometimes glorious 
beyond our ability to comprehend, much less 
explain. 

What “sense” does it make to love one’s 
enemies? Our love may be “coals of fire” 
upon their heads, but if it is revenge we are 
after there are more animal-like ways of 
exercising it. 

The plain truth is that we are to love our 
enemies because our Lord commands it. 
Many nominal Christians do not even love 
the people who are around them who are 
neither enemies nor friends. They ignore 
them and expect them to keep out of the way 
and be thankful for whatever crumbs may 
fall. Christ’s yoke is “easy” after we learn 
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to wear it, but it rubs our necks raw while 
we still prefer our reasoning to his loving. 

If we cannot love enough people to solve 
the world’s problems, shall we stretch Scrip- 
ture and make false logic out of it to justify 
our failures? This is a sacrilege. We had 
better make a start at least, with our neigh- 
bor and with our fellow Christian whose 
views don’t suit us, lest they become our 
enemies. 

Reason is very helpful at times. Some- 
times, when reason steps in, Christian love 
departs. We reason away Matthew 5:44 at 
our own peril. 


DENVER 


T’S that time again. Before this week is 

out many of us will be sitting in Municipal 
Auditorium in Denver, Colorado, when John 
Paul Pack, President, calls the International 
Convention together for another annual meet- 
ing. 

Several preliminary thoughts come to mind 
that may well be expressed before comment- 
ing on the theme of the convention in a later 
issue. The first is that A. C. Brooks and his 
program committee have been very thorough 
in planning a program of wide variety, both 
in content and in method of presentation, 
while adhering to a common theme. 

Second, the persons who have been asked 
to make the presentation of the topics before 
the convention are well qualified and widely 
known. We can await their contribution with 
eagerness. As usual, most of them are our 
own people. This is not because we like 
to hear ourselves talk but because we have 
developed competent people to handle the 
themes of the convention. 

Third, there is no question that fellowship 
remains the one big reason most people go 
to conventions. After all, they can read 
many of the addresses, sooner or later, in one 
good publication or another. New friends are 
added to old, and old arguments find new 
opponents as we meet together, in small and 
large groups. 

Finally, and we would really put it last, 
convention affords an opportunity to see a 
new part of the country, regardless of where 
you live. And Denver is surrounded by some 
of the finest natural scenery in America. 
After you read this you could still make it! 
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FTER the War, a veteran 

pulled up his roots and be- 
came a missionary in Africa. 
When he recently returned home 
to the praise of his fellow church 
members, conditions in his own 
Montana town appalled him more 
than had his first view of the Bel- 
gian Congo. 

While he had done tremendous 
good, he could not help saying to 
himself, ‘(Here is where I should 
have stayed—right here in Amer- 
ica.’ He later urged his friends 
interested in religion to encour- 
age missionary work in the 
U.S.A. 

During the War, he had seen 
migrant workers for whom a 
toothbrush was a novelty. In 
New York, the sixteen-to-a-room 
conditions in some Harlem tene- 
ments had shocked him. Yet, in 
thinking of a place to serve, he 
had overlooked the obvious. 

The whole nation has done the 
same. From 1938 to 1952, the 
Protestant missionaries in Latin 
America rose from 16 per cent to 
27 per cent of the entire Protes- 
tant missionary force; in Africa 
during the same period, they in- 
creased from 15 per cent to 25 
per cent. But what about the 
United States? What Have we 
done to meet the social changes 
of suburbs, of tenant farmers, of 
great population shifts, of juve- 
nile delinquency, of still-rampant 
poverty and illiteracy? 

Americans have_ responded 
generously to the need for mis- 
sionaries in general. One Texan 
alone is now trying the Alaska- 
sized task of raising $102,000,000 
a year for missionaries. A former 
Seabee batallion commander, 
Marshall D. Barnett knows how 
to get the job done. He will raise 
a great deal of money. But like 
most, he stressed foreign mis- 
sions. While these are tremen- 
dously important, the new gen- 
eration should not overlook its 
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own native soil. 

Consider the migratory work- 
ers, essential to our economy. 
Figures are so inaccurate that 
estimates on their number range 
from 1,000,000 to 2,500,000; even 
the lower figure is huge. For 
these men, women and children, 
“home is where the crops are 
ripe.” 

A New Jersey tomato picker 
comments wearily, “Of all the 
forgotten men, I guess we’re the 
forgottenest.”” Indeed when God 
passed out the books, he forgot 
the migratory workers; 60 per 
cent cannot read. Moreover, 
though agriculture depends upon 
them, 99 per cent feel socially 
inferior. Says one little boy, “I 
want to be a preacher when I 
grow up so that I can shake 
hands with people.” 

But a few realize the situation. 
In order to make people think 
that he could write, a migrant 
worker stole a fountain pen to 
display upon himself. The vic- 
tim was Edgar Jones. Instead 
of punishing the thief, the mis- 
sionary allowed him to keep the 
pen, which was actually a war 
souvenir. He added, “I think 
more of you than I do of the 
pen.” 

Replied the astounded thief, 
“No one ever thought that much 
of me before!” 

Mr. Jones serves the home mis- 
sions division of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. In twenty-five states, 
this small group supplies migra- 
tory workers with spiritual help, 
nurseries, schools, recreation, per- 
sonal counselling, and represen- 
tation in often-hostile ‘“perma- 
nent” communities. In 1951, it 
cared for 700 children while their 
parents worked. It offered 
classes for 5,000, recreation fa- 
cilities for 36,000, and church 
services for 28,000—often in 
shacks. 
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There’s plenty to do at home, too! 


While these numbers are most 
impressive for a small group, 
they barely dent the 1,000,000 to 
2,500,000 potentially useful citi- 
zens and good Christians. There 
is a lot to do and it requires in- 
genuity. One must use his God- 
given resources in this country 
as much as in any far-off corner 
of the world. 

For example, a young lady in- 
tended to use a run-down, grown- 
over shack for a classroom. How 
to cut the wild grass? When a 
hot highway crew passed by, she 
said, ““We haven’t any money to 
pay you, but we can give you a 
drink of cold water.” She got 
the job done. 

Moreover the life is as chal- 
lenging as that in deepest Africa. 
Eugene Tillman serves 1,000 mi- 
gratory workers in New Jersey— 
right outside New York City. At 
5:30 he starts to pick up babies 
for the child-care center. At 
8:30, he makes the rounds again 
for the seven-to-eleven-age group 
which attends camp. 

Now he is ready to start the 
day. He offers Bible’ study 
classes in all seven camps he 
serves. Moreover, he holds 
prayer night on Wednesday and 
Thursday nights, movies on Fri- 
day and Saturday and regular 
church services on Sunday. This 
does not include personal coun- 
selling. 

But the results are as gratify- 
ing as any African smile. Com- 
ments one migrant worker, 
“You’re treated like a man, you 
feel like a man, and you act like 
a man.” 

Adds his boss, “And you work 
like a man!” 

America needs many more men 
like Mr. Tillman. 

But paradoxically, one of the 
biggest demands for missionaries 
is in the cities, supposedly the 
most civilized areas. Said New 
York Police Commissioner Fran- 


cis W. H. Adams, “This city is 
on the verge of becoming a com- 
munity of violence and crime.” 

Indeed, the very advanced na- 
ture of cities makes them need 
missionaries. As they have 
grown, they have changed so- 
cially; they are less stable than 
other areas. As a result, few 
city dwellers have many friends 
dating back to childhood, or be- 
long to their parents’ church. 

Growth has also produced 
crowding. One Harlem family 
lived in a single 9 x 9 room fur- 
nished with one bed, some mis- 
cellaneous furniture, and a TV 
set. The lady of the house used 
the “rabbit’s ears” for a clothes 
line. For many men, the bar is 
better than the home; for the 
children, the streets beat the 
tenement; for the housewife, the 
corner provides a better place to 
talk than does the little room. 
Result: broken homes and a need 
for missionaries. 

Moreover, when a man moves 
to the city, he needs to use his 
own initiative to join a church. 
Many do not. One priest in a 
predominately Roman Catholic 
Harlem neighborhood comments 
that attendance is so low that it 
shocks visitors. Those who do at- 
tend are often members of the 
older generation. Therefore, the 
young missionary must introduce 
the Church to the young genera- 
tion. Moreover, with juvenile de- 
linquency as a problem in the 
cities, and indeed all over the 
country, a growing number of 
young adults must ask them- 
selves, “Who can work with juve- 
nile delinquents more success- 
fully, young missionaries or po- 
lice officers?” 

Indeed, similar questions on 
similar issues glare out all over 
America. While foreign mission- 
ary work is noble, America des- 
perately needs its share of young 
missionaries at home. 
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World Council Conference 
Has “Down-to-Earth” Concern; 
Virgil Sly Urges New Methods 


An Appeal for Compassion 


SALONIKA, GREECE—A challenge to churches throughout the world 
to participate more actively in meeting human needs in underde- 
veloped areas was issued by an international conference on rapid 


social change here. 

The 10-day meeting, sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches 
on the campus of Anatolia Col- 
lege here, ended Aug. 2 with the 
approval of three long reparts 
dealing with the main topics of 
the meeting. 


These were: Man in Rapid Social- 
Cultural Change, Christian Respon- 
sibility in Economic Development; 
and Christian Responsibility in So- 
cial Action. 


Plea By Dr. Sly 


Dr. Virgil A. Sly, a United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society executive 
who is a vice-president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, made a 
strong plea for new _ missionary 
methods in the underdeveloped 
countries. 


“The missions, being very human, 
have carried forward their work 
within the security of the status 
quo. The status quo no longer 
exists. Our work must beeone with 
the concerns of the younger 
churches as they face, with crea- 
tive Christian action, such issues as 
affect the living needs of their peo- 
ple.” 


Dr. Sly said that in the past the 
missionary was a dominant figure, 
but “in the future he will be merely 
a person in a direct church-to- 
church relationship. Missionaries 
who cannot fit into this pattern will 
be unhappy and should be recalled.” 


Findings 


Delegates—160 of them from 34 
countries—produced findings which 
dealt with a wide range of subjects— 
from family life and reform of 
church worship and structure to 
capital investment and labor rela- 
tions. 

Recommendations urged closer 
contact between churches and the 
leaders of political independence 
movements. The conference urged 
areconsideration of missionary work 
in the light of the newly developed 
independent churches and nations in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 
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“The status quo no 
longer exists... .” 


Virgil A. Sly: 


target areas of the World Council’s 
study of rapid social change. 

An international expert on the 
underdeveloped areas called on the 
churches to give a lead in “emanci- 
pating” the population of the new 
nations of Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. Dr. Egbert de Vries, di- 


rector of the School of Social Stud- 
ies at The Hague, Netherlands, said, 
“if there is one organization in the 
world that can help in real emanci- 
pation it is the Church.” 

A British economist appealed to 
the churches for a more “down-to- 
earth” approach to ethical prob- 
lems in dealing with situations of 
rapid social change in the under- 
developed areas. Mr. Denys Munby, 
reader in Economics in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, England, said that 
“Christian ethics is not merely a 
matter for theologians. 

“I believe that a great deal of 
trouble is caused in the Christian 
Church by the imperialism of theo- 
logians and, perhaps more impor- 
tantly, church leaders,’ he said. 


Sinful Academics 


Mr. Munby went on to attack 
academic people for “thinking and 
theorizing” rather than acting. 

“The characteristic sin of the aca- 
demic,” he continued, “is to believe 
that his particular activity is of 
some supreme importance. Unfortu- 
nately, thinkers have an advantage 
over ordinary people in that they 
can speak and write. They have 
always been propagandists for their 
own imperialisms, and throughout 
history they have been the earliest 
and most successful brain-washers. 
The institutions in which they per- 
form these operations are called 
universities.” 


THE LORD'S PRAYER IN SIGN LANGUAGE 


«a 





A HIGHLIGHT of the first National Indian Encampment at Pendléton, Ore., 

was this offering of the Lord’s prayer in universal Indian sign language. 

Shown leading the 1,200 Indians from 60 tribes is Sandra Grover, demon- 

Strating the prayer’s opening words “Our Father” (left) and “Hallowed 
Be Thy Name” (right). 
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Trueblood Urges Blend of 
Intellect and Commitment 


College Potential 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—The potential- 
ity of Christian colleges provides 
the best opportunity for meeting the 
problems facing mankind today, 
Dr. D. Elton Trueblood, Quaker 
philosopher and teacher, said here. 

“To achieve our potential, the 
frank combination of intellect and 
Christian commitment is our one 
best hope,” he told members of the 
14th annual Institute of Higher Ed- 
ucation sponsored by the Methodist 
Division of Educational Institutions 
and Scarritt College for Christian 
Workers. 

Pointing out that a Christian col- 
lege “unites vital piety with sound 
learning,” Dr. Trueblood stressed 
that either one in separation be- 
comes “sterile.” 


He defined a Christian college as 
“one whose presuppositions, based 
on the Gospel of Christ, underlie 
everything else.” 


About 300 presidents, vice-presi- 
dents and other officers of church- 
related and privately supported col- 
leges and universites attended the 
three-day meeting. 

“Christians have an added incen- 
tive for intellectual integrity,” Dr. 
Trueblood declared. “Every good 
scholar wants to learn the truth, 
but the committed Christian has an 
added motive because his intellec- 
tual task is a sacred task. He is 
trying to think God’s thoughts after 
him. 

“The Christian conception of life 
with its many-sidedness is more 
conducive of wholeness than any 
other we know,” the philosopher 
emphasized. 


Apparitions .. . 


St. Pau, MINN.—Archbishop 
William O. Brady has chided Ro- 
man Catholics for believing proph- 
ecies supposedly made by a sur- 
vivor of the apparitions involving 
the Virgin Mary at Fatima, Portu- 
gal, in 1917. 

“Too many people are presently 
reported as upset because of certain 
supposed threats of damnation at- 
tributed to Lucy, the third of the 
Fatima children,” the St. Paul prel- 
ate wrote in his weekly column 
in the Catholic Bulletin. 

Sister Lucy has been quoted as 
saying that “God is going to chas- 
tise the world .. . 1960 is not 
far off, and what will happen then 
will be a very sad thing for all... 
if before then the world does not 
offer prayer and penance.” 
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Increasing Opposition Noted 
In House Subcommittee 


Liquor Aloft Issue 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Increasing 
opposition to service of liquor on 
commercial airliners was evident 
here as a number of Congressmen 
urged a House subcommittee to 
support proposed legislation which 
would prohibit such service. 

Among the witnesses appearing 
before the House Subcommittee on 
Transportation and _ Aeronautics 
which was holding public hearings 
on nine such bills in Congress 
were: Rowland K. Quinn, Jr., pres- 
ident of the Air Line Stewards and 
Stewardesses Association; and Dr. 
Caradine R. Hooton, general secre- 
tary of the Methodist Board of 
Temperance. 


Dr. Hooton told the subcommittee, 
headed by Rep. John Bell Williams 
(Dem., Miss.), that the bills are 
“in the interest of public safety 
and humanitarian concern. 


“Not prompted by the wet-dry 
controversy,” he said, “the support 
for the legislation originates with 
the pilots and stewardesses and is 
supported by responsible citizens 
who see that there is no relief ex- 
cept the law which the people gen- 
erally expect Congress to enact.” 


Declaring that the airlines them- 
selves “can no longer be depended 
upon to make satisfactory voluntary 
reforms,” Dr. Hooton reminded the 
Congressmen that at least 13 major 
Protestant denominations have gone 
on record as favoring the legisla- 
tion. 


Mr. Quinn pointed out that the 
present practice of serving liquor 
on airplanes “precipitates inci- 
dents from social .disturbances to 
potentially dangerous acts.” 

The Federal Aviation Agency 
contends, meanwhile, that “it does 
not appear necessary” to enact the 
legislation. It has issued a tenta- 
tive order which, if put into effect, 
would prohibit passengers from 
drinking their own liquor, but 
would permit airlines to continue 
serving alcoholic beverages, except 
to obviously intoxicated persons. 


Defends Chiang 


LAKE JUNALUSKA, N. C.—Metho- 
dist Bishop Arthur J. Moore of 
Atlanta, Ga., called on Americans 
“to stop this malicious criticism of 
Chiang Kai-shek, whose’ govern- 
ment is pro-Christian, pro-democra- 
tic and pro-American. 

“Chiang is a great Christian,” he 
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told the Methodist Southeastern 
Jurisdiction’s missionary conference. 
“When I talked with him recently 
he chided me because The Metho- 
dist Church is not sending enough 
missionaries to Taiwan [Formosa].” 

The bishop is president of the 
Methodist Board of Missions and 
head of the denomination in For- 
mosa and Hong Kong. 


Priest Justifies Governments 
Attitude Toward Protestants 


Defends Spain 


CLEVELAND—Spain has a “Protes- 
tant problem” like countries around 
the equator have an “Eskimo prob- 
lem,” according to a Franciscan 
priest who returned here after four 
years in Spain. 

The priest is Loyola Lawrence 
Knoblauch. While in Spain he re- 
ceived his doctorate in sacred theol- 
ogy and was English teacher to 
the foreign minister, Fernando 
Maria Castiella. 

The priest pointed out that Spain 
is more than 99 per cent Catholic 
and added: 


“There is no more of a Protestant 
problem in Spain than there is an 
Eskimo problem in Panama. There 
might be a few Eskimos in Panama, 
but there’s no demand for special 
legislation for them.” 


Father Knoblauch referred to re- 
peated criticism of Spain by U. S. 
Protestants. He said the Spanish 
constitution protects non-Catholics 
in “private practice of religion” but 
prohibits public ceremonies and 
demonstrations by them. He said: 

“I won’t say that Protestants 
shouldn’t have more freedom. But 
the State is concerned with preserv- 
ing Spanish unity, and that unity 
is based on Catholicism.” 
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Record for TV 


HoLLywoop—New milestone was 
marked yesterday in thé unique 7- 
year career of one of the world’s 
most televised programs, “This Is 
the Life.” 

The 200th half-hour episode was 
filmed here for the dramatic, inspira- 
tional TV series. 

Film number 200 simultaneously 
completed the new series of dramas 
which will be introduced next fall 
as the program begins its eighth con- 
tinuous year on television. 

A brief, congratulatory observance 
of the milestone event was held at 
the Hollywood studios of Family 
Films, Inc., where all 200 episodes 
have been produced by the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. 

“This Is the Life’? was introduced 
in the fall of 1952, and is presented 
every week as a public service by 
more than 300 TV stations in the 
U.S., Canada, and overseas. In the 
U.S. it can be seen by approximately 
98 per cent of the nation’s TV 
homes, and has an estimated weekly 
audience of more than 10 million 
viewers. 


Ungodly “Devices” 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.— Legislative 
“devices” to interfere with racial de- 
segregation were condemned by the 
United Presbyterian Church in. the 
U.S.A. here “as ungodly as they are 
unconstitutional.” 

The denomination, whose stated 
policy ‘is a “non-segregated church 
in a non-segregated society,” struck 
another firm blow against discrimi- 
nation in a report it approved at its 





annual General Assembly. 

Submitted by the standing com- 
mittee on social education and ac- 
tion, the report warned that such 
“devices can tomorrow be directed 
against any legitimate cause, even 
religious liberty.” 


Noted Rabbi Sees 
No Objections 


A Catholic President? 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A sermon by 
a noted rabbi asserting that the 
proved patriotism and loyalty of 
Americans of Catholic faith should 
remove all objections to election of 
a Catholic as President has been 
placed in the Congressional Record 


by Sen. Frank J. Lausche (Dem.- 
Ohio). 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of The 


Temple, Cleveland, O., pointed out 
that the founding fathers specifically 
provided in the Constitution that 
there shall be no religious test re- 
quired for public office. 

“It is clear that the framers of 
our Constitution did not wish the 
United States to be a Protestant 
country, a Catholic country or a 
Christian country,” he detlared. 

“They were not unfriendly to re- 
ligion—they believed in God and 
sought to build their new state upon 
the highest ethical and moral ideals 
of religion,” he said, “but they also 
wanted to keep Church and State 
separate and distinct.” 


The rabbi said that it did not 
disturb him that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church claims to be the only 
true Church for “most religions 


claim the same thing.” 


$425,000 ICU LIBRARY BEING BUILT 


ICU Photo 


THE NEWEST BUILDING to be added to the campus of the International 
Christian University in Mitaka-shi, Tokyo, Japan, is this $425,000 library. 
Construction work began in July. Floor space of the reinforced three-story 
concrete building will be 27,284 square feet, housing 157,480 volumes and 
seating 352 persons in its various reading and research rooms. Funds for this 
building are being raised by the Japan International Christian University 


Foundation, New York City. 
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SYMBOLIC GESTURE 





NORTHFIELD, MINN.—Presidents of 
three Lutheran bodies which will 
merge next April to form a 2,200,- 


000-member Church clasp hands 
here to symbolize the unity. They 
are (left to right) Dr. Frederick A. 
Schiotz of Minneapolis, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church; Dr. Henry F. 
Schuh of Columbus, Ohio, American 
Lutheran Church; and Dr. William 
Larsen of Blair, Neb., United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. The three 
executives met here to plan for 
“The American Lutheran Church.” 


New Film on... 


Interfaith Marriage 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—A motion pic- 
ture produced by The Methodist 
Church to help youth and others un- 
derstand problems involved in a 
Protestant-Roman Catholic marriage 
will be available from the Methodist 
Publishing House Sept. 1. 


The announcement was made by 
Dr. Edward D. Staples, Nashville, di- 
rector, Department of the Christian 
Family, Methodist Board of Educa- 
tion. 


The film, “One Love—Conflicting 
Faiths,” has been produced by the 
Department of the Christian Family 
and the Methodist Television, Radio 
and Film Commission (TRAFCO). 


“The proportion of interfaith mar- 
riages seems to be increasing,” said 
Dr. Staples, “in spite of the fact that 
Roman Catholics, Protestants, and 
Jews discourage them because of the 
difficulties of maintaining a continu- 
ing religious fellowship in a mixed 
marriage. 

“Our denomination has produced 
this film,” said Dr. Staples, “pri- 
marily to focus the attention of 
youth upon problems of interfaith 
marriage before the youth are ready 
to marry. [It should be particularly 
helpful to high-school youth, college 
students, older youth, young adults, 
and parents of youth.” 
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Counsel for Young Ministers 
Who See Themselves as .. . 


“Little Tin Gods” 


HARTFORD, CONN.—Forty-four the- 
ological graduates of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church were challenged by 
a church editor at their ordination 
here to restore the Christian pulpit 
to the “potent position it once oc- 
cupied in American life.” 

In his sermon, Dr. Ryden, father 
of one of the ordinands, emphasized 
the need for humility in a minister 
of the gospel. 

“The Apostle Peter,’ he = said, 
“once warned young preachers not 
to imagine that they had become 
‘little tin gods.’ I trust you will 
heed these words and not fall into 
the error of believing that, just be- 

| cause you have spent some eight 
| years in college and seminary and 
now perhaps hold A.B. and B.D. de- 
| grees, you have become oracles of 
God, authorities in every theological 
subject, infallible interpreters of di- 
vine truth. 

“Above all, do not seek to ‘lord 
it?’ over your people in a spiritual 
sense. There may be mature Chris- 
tians in your own flock who possess 
far deeper insight into the mysteries 
of divine grace than you have yet 
experienced. Be ready to listen to 
them. Continue to be students of 
the Bible.” 


NIXON HONORED 





VICE-PRESIDENT Richard M. 
Nixon received the Youth’s Distin- 
guished Service Citation “for cour- 
age and statesmanship” from the In- 
ternational Society of Christian En- 
deavor at its 45th biennial conven- 


tion in Philadelphia. Daniel A. Pol- 
ing, president of the World’s CE 
Union (center), read the citation. 
Earle W. Gates, outgoing president 
of the International Society, made 
the presentation. 
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EUB HEADQUARTERS 


DayYTON, OHI0O—Construction of a 
$500,000 headquarters building for 
the 765,000-member Evangelical 
United Brethren Church is begin- 
ning this summer. 


NEW BAPTIST HDQRS. 


VALLEY ForGE, PA—A 55-acre 
tract here was dedicated by the 
American Baptist Convention as 
the site of its new denominational 
headquarters. 

Planned as one of the most mod- 
ern concentrated religious centers 
in the country, the project is ex- 
pected to be completed by 1962. 
Ground breaking and construction 
is scheduled next spring. 


SECTS TO MERGE 


PHILADELPHIA—Eventual merger 
of four fundamentalist church bod- 
ies was foreseen at the 26th Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church. The other 
denominations are the Christian Re- 
formed Church, with 228,221 mem- 
bers; Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in North America (General 
Synod), 1,200 members; and the Bi- 
ble Presbyterian Church, Inc., 5,- 
600 members. 


SHORTAGE OF PRIESTS 


VaTicaN City—The Sacred Con- 
gregation of Seminaries and Uni- 
versities has sent a letter to bishops 
throughout the world stressing the 
need for more emphasis on per- 
sonal sanctification in the training 
of candidates for the priesthood. 

Cardinal Pizzardo, who signed the 
letter, deplored the fact that not 
enough young men had vocations 
“at a time when the spiritual needs 
of the faithful are daily increas- 
ing.” 


BAPTISTS HIT COUNCIL 


KINGSTON, ONT.—A proposal that 
the Baptist Federation of Canada 
“re-study its relations” with the 
World Council of Churches and 
the ecumenical movement was re- 
jected after a spirited debate at 
the group’s fifth triennial assem- 


bly here. The federation is not 
a member of WCC, but belongs to 
the Canadian Council of Churches. 


BAPTIST BELIEVERS 


CuTTACK, INDIa—Baptist 
churches in India baptized 20,485 
new believers in 1958, it was re- 
ported at the third All-India Bap- 
tist conference meeting here. 


CHURCH FINANCIERS 


New YorK—The United Lu- 
theran Church in America entered 
the commercial money market for 
the first time in its 41-year history 
by borrowing an initial $1,500,000 
in a $24,000,000 church extension 
program. 

Serial notes for the $1,500,000 
were underwritten by B. C. Ziegler 
and Co., of West Bend, Wis. They 
are being offered to the public in 
denominations of $10,000, $5,000, 
$1,000 and $500 at interest rates 
ranging from 4% to 5% per cent, 
depending upon maturity dates. 


REJECTS RECOGNITION 


Los ANGELES, CaLiIr.—The Califor- 
nia Conference of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church went on 
record here as “disassociating” it- 
self from the statement of the 
Fifth World Order Study Confer- 
ence in Cleveland, O., last Novem- 
ber which proposed that this 
country and the United Nations 
recognize Red China. 


REDLANDS, CALIF.—Delegates to 
the Methodist Southern California- 
Arizona Annual Conference here 
defeated, after a heated debate, a 
resolution calling on the United 
Nations to recognize Red China. 
The vote was 257 to 210 with less 
than half of the 2,000 delegates 
taking a stand. 

Proponents of the resolution ar- 
gued that Red China now is pro- 
ducing atomic bombs and can be 
“controlled” only if it is within 
the UN framework. Others, how- 
ever, warned that seating Red 
China in the UN might shift the 
balance of power on the Security 
Council toward the Coummunists. 
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The Bargain-Buyer’s Buddy 


HEN the three Adams chil- 

dren went forward at the 
Baptist meeting only the folks 
that were there knew about it. 
Not even that many. Vern Paul- 
son was there and slept through 
it, aftermeeting and all. 

But when Friendly Frank Davis 
went to the mourner’s bench, 
there wasn’t a person over six- 
teen on the whole East Side that 
hadn’t heard about it by nine the 
next morning. It wasn’t that 
Friendly Frank was a crook or 
a hold-up man or anything like 
that, mind you. He was just a 
used car salesman. 

He had his lot down on Lewis 
Street across from my store. 
Friendly Frank bought all his 
groceries at the supermart but 
every so often he’d come into the 
store when it was real crowded 
to buy a loaf of bread or a can of 
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soup so he could sound off about 
some of his bargains. 

You could see his sign from my 
door: , 


Friendly Frank, The Bargain- 
Buyer’s Buddy 


There used to be a two-line 
slogan under it that went like 
this: 


A free car is our receipt 
For a bargain made by deceit. 


But one night someone—probably 
Jake Willis—added a couple lines: 


Poems are made by fools like 
me, 

But you will never get a car for 
free. 


We were all out there the next 
morning when Frank saw the 
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‘Jake was shaking his 
finger now— ‘inside of 
two weeks he'll be back 
at it. Religion will never 
change Frank Davis!’ " 


by Don Richardson 


sign. He bit down hard on his 
cigar and almost swallowed half 
of it. Everybody roared. 

Frank always said he’d made 
good on that free car promise if 
anybody ever pinned him down 
on a lie. So far nobody had. 
That doesn’t mean Frank never 
stretched the truth, mind you, 
just that nobody ever pinned him 
on it. Jake Willis almost did a 
couple of times, but Friendly 
Frank wiggled out of it. 

There was a whole bunch of 
the fellows in the store the morn- 
ing after Frank had gone for- 
ward. Jake was doing most of 
the talking. That’s all he had to 
do—been waiting around since 
August for the Army to take him. 

At first he didn’t believe what’d 
happened. ‘‘Aw, come on,” he 
said, poking Jim Simonson. ‘Who 
else went up front, the Pope?” 
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We all laughed at Jake’s little 
joke. Sometimes it wasn’t so 
much what Jake said that was 
funny but how he said it. Had 
a grin that kind of got you. 

“No, that’s right,” said Hank 
Nichols, who was on his second 
candy bar of the morning. “Jim 
was there. Saw the whole thing.” 

“Yeh, his wife made him,” put 
in Marty, my stock boy. 

Jim slid down from the counter 
where he was sitting. “No kid- 
ding. I was in the balcony. 
Didn’t even see Frank till he 
started walking down the aisle. 
It kind of put a hush over the 
whole place. The girl at the 
organ even missed a couple of 
keys when she saw him. Im tell- 
ing you, Jake, it happened all 
right.” 

Jake was still grinning. ‘Don’t 
you see what he’s trying to pull?” 

“What do you mean?”’ said the 
new fellow in the neighborhood 
from Vermont. Paul something. 
A French name. 


“How many people were at the 
Baptist meeting last night?” Jake 
asked. 

Huh, I can’t rightly say,” Jim 
finally answered. “How about it, 
Vern, you were there. How 
many people would you say?” 

Vern Paulson had just come in 
while we were talking. “You 
mean at the meeting last night?” 

“Yeh.” 


“You got me,” he said, looking 
around  poker-faced. “I was 
asleep. Oh, I guess right around 
two hundred, maybe two fifty. 
Of course...” Vern paused. 

“Of course what?” asked Jake 
because he knew that’s what 
Vern was pausing for. 

“Of course,” said Vern, “the 
only one I saw was Friendly 
Frank.” 

Then everybody let out another 
howl. Funny how one fellow can 
grin all the time he’s telling 
something and another guy can 
look like his mother just died 
and you can’t help laughing at 
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either one of them 

“Now don’t you see it?” said 
Jake. “By going up front at the 
meeting last night, Friendly 
Frank sold himself to two hun- 
dred people or better. From now 
on he’s the one used car dealer 
they can trust.” 

“Wait a minute,” said Hank. 
“You got to a respect a guy’s 
religion. For Pete’s sake, give 
him a chance.” 

“He was sincere all right,” 
Vern said—and like usual we 
didn’t know if he was serious or 
not but figured he probably was. 

Out came Jake’s grin again. 
“The only time Friendly Frank 
was sincere was when he painted 
out that stupid slogan of his.” 

“IT saw him and you didn’t,” 
said Jim, who was back on the 
counter. 

“So what? You were in the 
balcony.” 

“IT could see enough. Frank 
Davis was sincere, no question 
about it.” 

Jake’s head shot back. ‘Ha, 
I'll give you two to one he was 
laughing under his breath all the 
time.” 

“Don’t cut a guy short on his 
religion,” said Hank again. 

“Some of the women up front 
told my wife he was even crying,” 
Jim added. 

“Oh, brother!” said Jake slap- 
ping his leg a good one. ‘What 
some guys will do to sell a piece 
of junk.” 

Hank Nichols wasn’t taking 
much to what Jake was saying. 
He had stepped up to Jake and 
was now shaking his finger in 
Jake’s face. ‘You shouldn’t cut a 
guy on his religion,” he said. 
“Haven’t you got any respect for 
anything?” 

Jake pushed Hank’s 
aside. “Two to one says it’s a 
front. Inside of two weeks, I 
tell you”—Jake was shaking his 
finger now—“‘inside of two weeks, 
he’ll be back at it. Religion will 
never change Frank Davis. Can’t 


finger 


any of you guys see it?” 

“Put your money where your 
mouth is,” said Jim, pulling out 
his billfold and slapping a ten 
spot on the counter beside him. 
“I say Friendly Frank is sincere!” 

“And I say he isn’t.” 

“Put up or shut up.” 


“Okay, okay,” said Jake step- 
ping back. “Two to one that 
Friendly Frank Davis will at least 
once be up to his old tricks.” 

“And inside of two weeks,” 
added Jim, patting his ten spot. 

Jake extended his hand and 
grinned. ‘Put it there,” he said. 
“But remember one thing. I’m 
the one that really has the odds. 
Friendly Frank hasn’t gone a day 
so far without setting back some 
speedometer or throwing out his 
line about the old couple that only 
drove on week ends.” Then he 
grinned again. “I got the odds all 
right, ha. Anybody else?” 

Hank pulled out a five. “Just to 
teach you a lesson.” 

“So he’s really got you duped.” 

“I must confess he’s got me 
duped, too,” put in Vern. There 
was no question about his serious- 
ness this time. He placed a five 
beside Hank’s and a ten beside 
Jim’s. Then glancing dead pan 
at each of us, he repeated, ‘‘He’s 
really got me duped.” 

Our eyes shifted to Jake. He 
still had his grin but not so much 
of it. Anybody but him would 
have backed out. Something 
about Vern’s face could make 
Diamond Jim himself shiver. 

“Count me in for five, too” 
said the Vermonter. 

“And me for twenty-five,” said 
Marty, tossing a quarter on the 
counter. 

We laughed again, and then 
everybody shook on it. As usual 
they had me hold stakes. Jake 
didn’t have his on him—as usual 
—but said he’d get it to me by 
Wednesday all seventy dollars 
and fifty cents. 

(To be concluded in next week’s 
issue.) 
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SS “Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 
. by the Editor 


August 30, 1959 
Scripture: Joel 1:15-20; 2:12-13, 
21-23, 28-29. 


HE Book of Joel is certainly 
} one of the best-known 
books in the Bible, and yet it has 
a very important teaching in it 
regarding the nature of God. It 
is written in poetic form and 
must be more beautiful in the 
original language than it is in 
ours. 

The first part of the book is 
written in a time of drought 
which brought great suffering. 
The second chapter, however, pic- 
tures the rejoicing at the end of 
the suffering. Between the two, 
we discover what Joel thinks 
about the situation and what peo- 
ple have to do in order to be 
pleasing in the sight of God. 

The text opens with the expres- 
sion, ‘Alas, for the day!” (1:15.) 
We have to understand what ‘‘the 
day’’ meant in order to under- 
stand the rest of the text. Quite 
simply, it is an expression of the 
messianic hope which had been 
in existence for centuries. 

As we shall see in the central 
portion of the text today, Joel be- 
lieves that there needs to be a 
time of sorrow and repentance of 
the people for their own sins be- 
fore they can expect the blessing 
of the Lord. This is why he be- 
lieves that they have the drought 
and suffering at the time when he 
is writing. 

In spite of the difficult situa- 
tion, the writer does not neglect 
his efforts to write typical and 
beautiful literature. Look at 
verse 17, for example. It is a 
usual four-line Hebrew verse, the 
fourth line repeating the thought 


16 (1072) 


of the first, and the middle lines 
repeating one another. 

It must be a_ heart-rending 
scene to watch cattle and sheep 
starve. ‘How the beasts groan!” 
he writes. He uses almost the 
same figures of speech that we 
would use when we say, “Every- 
thing is burned up.” (Verse 19.) 

Joel is not ready to give up, in 
spite of the apparent hopeless- 
ness of the situation. If the peo- 
ple are to be prepared to receive 
the blessings which God has in 
store for them, they must repent 
of their sins. “Fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning” are 
in order (2:12) but something 
else is more important. There 
follows here a well-known expres- 
sion which is not as well prac- 
ticed as it ought to be. Says 
Joel, “Rend your hearts and not 
your garments.” (Verse 13.) 

The ritual for expressing peni- 
tence was well known.  Every- 
one knew how to cry and fast ac- 
cording to the custom and law 
of the day. As many prophets 
pointed out, God is not interested 
in the outward aspects of re- 
pentance except as they are true 
representations of inner feelings. 
This is the meaning of the 
“broken and contrite heart’? used 
elsewhere in scripture. 

What a blessing it would be if 
every outward expression of wor- 
ship that we enter into in our 
own time were really a visible 
sign of what is going on in the 
innermost depths of our hearts. 
If we don’t watch, we get so used 
to the ceremony and formality 
that we imagine that God will 
bless us because we have gone 
through the acts. Joel knew bet- 
ter than that. 

The tone changes with Joel 2: 


THE CHRISTIAN 


21. The pastures are green and 
the beasts of the field do not fear 
longer. (Verse 22.) Whether the 
people did repent, as Joel sug- 
gested, we are not told, but he 
does see this gift of rain as a 
blessing of God, just as he inter- 
preted the famine as a punish- 
ment of God. 

The last thing to say about this 
text is that Joel believes that the 
spirit of God will be poured out 
upon all people. He mentions 
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Joel 1:15-20 


15 Alas for the day! 
For the day of the LORD is near, 
and as destruction from the 
Almighty it comes. 
16 Is not the food cut off 
before our eyes, 
joy and gladness 
from the house of our God? 


17 The seed shrivels under the clods, 
the storehouses are desolate; 
the granaries are ruined 
because the grain has failed. 
18 How the beasts groan! 
The herds of cattle are per- 


plexed 
because there is no pasture for 
them; 
even the flocks of sheep are 
dismayed. 


19 Unto thee, O LORD, I cry. 
For fire has devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness, 
and flame has burned 
all the trees of the field. 
20 Even the wild beasts cry to thee 
because the water brooks are 
dried up, 
and fire has devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness. 


2:12-13 


12 “Yet even now,” says the LORD, 
“return to me with all your 
heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; 

13. and rend your hearts and not 
your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 
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specifically sons, daughters, old 
men, young men, “even... the 
menservants and maidservants.” 
(Verses 28, 29.) 

Joel must have been an ordi- 
nary Hebrew, not a prophet or 
priest. But he has a wonderful 
insight into the way of God with 
man, especially so when we think 
that it was the sixteenth century 
before Christian were able to ex- 
ercise the priesthood of the indi- 
vidual believer freely. 





for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, 
and repents of evil. 


2:21-23 


21 “Fear not, O land; 
be glad and rejoice, 
for the LORD has done great 
things! 
22 Fear not, you beasts of the field, 


for the pastures of the wilder- 
ness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 
the fig tree and vine give their 
full yield.” 


23 “Be glad, O sons of Zion, 
and rejoice in the LORD, your 
for he has given the early rain 
for your vindication, 
he has poured down for you 
abundant rain, 
the early and the latter rain, 
as before.” 


2328-29 


28 “Aud it shall come to pass after- 
ward, 
that I will pour out my spirit 
on all flesh; 
your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream 
dreams, 
and your young men shall see 
visions. 
29 Even upon the menservants and 
maidservants 
in those days, I will pour out 
my spirit.” 
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E ARE losing something 

important if we let go the 
idea of a great and terrible “day 
of the Lord.” This is certainly 
a part of our revelation from 
God. The forms and images of 
this concept change as the rev- 
elation progresses through the 
Bible and through the years of 
interpreting the Bible, but the 
basic truth remains as true now 
as then. 

There is a day in which men 
are held accountable and judged 
upon the record of their lives. It 
doesn’t really matter whether it 
comes at the end of the world or 
at the end of a man’s life. And 
the basic fact involved is that the 
wicked are going to be cut off 
from the “joy and gladness” of 
the house of God and from God. 
This is the awful judgment of 
that day, and not the destruction 
of the fields, the grain, and the 
pastures. 

Is there anything worse that 
hell could mean than to be eter- 
nally cut off from God and the 
people of God? It would be hell 
now for most of us if we were 
separated from God and his peo- 
ple. And even the man who pro- 
fesses no interest in God or his 
people, will not buy a home in a 
community with no church or no 
evidence of a people of God. Only 
the most reprobate want to be 
separated from this people. 

But the lesson declares that 
God is ready to receive and ac- 
cept genuine repentance, because 
he is gracious, merciful, and 
abounding in steadfast love. Re- 
newal is possible for anyone who 
is willing to repent and return to 
God. This process of repentance 
and return is a lifelong process 
for one who would keep his spir- 
itual health. This is the only 







for Today 
by J. Daniel Joyce 


road to renewal. Let us be 
warned that it is a rending of the 
heart and not only the garments. 
It is no mere repetition of the 
words of confession or perfunc- 
tory imitation of the forms of 
worship on Sunday. It is a re- 
turn to God “‘with all your heart.” 

Upon those who come to God 
in this way, He pours out His 
spirit and the gladness and joy 
of renewal are spoken of here. 

There is no joy comparable to 
that which comes with the spirit 
of God. It does not mean the 
end of all our troubles as one 
might conclude from reading the 
lesson. One is not henceforth 
spared the troubles of life. But 
one does know the joy of the 
Lord in His service, whether that 
service entails trouble or not. 
That joy can be known in the 
midst of suffering. Young men 
or old men can speak of the word 
of God; the latter will dream of 
the past and the former will en- 
vision the future. 

In many churches there is a 
clash between the wisdom, ex- 
perience and maturity of the aged 
and the enthusiasm, vision and 
strength of the young. One is 
not appreciated by the other and 
the judgments are contradictory. 
A few moments of reflection in 
such cases would enable both 
youth and aged to understand that 
we desperately need both, and 
that neither can be independent. 

What church can grow without 
that enthusiasm and daring na- 
ture of the young? Also, what 
church can steer a wise course 
without the wisdom and maturity 
of experience in the Lord’s work? 
God pours out His spirit of re- 
newal upon both, when their mo- 
tives are pure and they are will- 
ing to work. 
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RS. ROSLYN SADLER, §artist- 

housewife of Dr. Wesley Sadler, 
literacy-literature-linquist mission- 
ary, was turning the handle of a 
mimeograph machine. 

Mrs. Sadler, an attractive blonde 
with a pony-tail hair-do, was alone, 
inside a thatched-roof, adobe house 
at the tiny village of Wozi, Liberia. 

One copy of the newspaper, The 
Loma Weekly, was spoiled as_ it 
came off the mimeograph machine. 
Mrs. Sadler broke the routine by 
crumpling up the blurred sheet and 
throwing it on the floor. It hit near 
the door. 

A brown hand of a Loma tribes- 
man reached through the open door, 
picked up the paper, and hastily 
drew it outside. Intrigued, Mrs. Sad- 
ler stepped outside. She saw the 
man avidly reading the latest issue 
of the paper. 

“The people are so eager to read 
the weekly that they won’t let us 
waste one copy,” she realized. 

Yet when they first went to Li- 
beria 17 years ago, no Loma adults 
could read. There was no literature. 

But the Sadlers supplied the lit- 
erature—a grammar textbook, a 
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~— by James W. Carty, Jr. 





is Stat 


primer, easy-to-read booklets, a dic- 
tionary, a weekly newspaper. They 
encouraged the people to _ read, 
helped teach them, translated Scrip- 
ture for them, and helped center 
the lives of the Loma around God. 

Now, the Sadlers are expanding 
their ministry. They are heading up 
a Literacy and Writing Center, 
started in the summer of 1959 at 
Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. The cen- 
ter is the first working unit of an 
ecumenical center sponsored by the 
Copperbelt Christian Service Coun- 
cil. 

There personnel—missionaries and 
Africans—will be trained for liter- 
acy programs and the production 
of Christian literature. This center 
is an overseas project of the Com- 
mittee on World Literacy and Chris- 
tian Literature of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

The Disciples of Christ, through 
the division of world mission of 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, share in this cooperative Lit- 
Lit venture in which 39 religious 


communions pool their resources for 
an all-out attack on illiteracy, irre- 
ligion and other problems. 
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The Sadlers will hold workshops 
to stimulate production of literacy 
materials written in Africa by Afri- 
can writers for African readers, Dr. 
Sadler said. 


“Most Christian literature for 
Africans,” he pointed out, “has been 
written by Europeans and Ameri- 
cans, It is good and it has been 
widely used. There is often noth- 
ing else to use. 

“But no one knows the African 
and his needs as well as the African 
himself. The educated African, 
writing in his own language, can 
reach people we foreigners cannot.” 

At Wozi, a village of 100 houses 
surrounded by high forests in the 
interior of Africa’s only republic, the 
Sadlers wrote literature for the 
Loma. The Loma people form a 
tribe of approximately 30,000 in 32 
villages. 

The Sadlers wrote a half-million 
words, plus a textbook, “Untangled 
Loma.” The booklets were on vil- 
lage improvement, family and child 
care, health, inspirational matters, 
fables, adventure tales, or on the 
Sadlers’ “ocean voyage with houses 
that float.” 

Some 40,000 words were written 
in Loma by Africans. Some were by 
villagers with no formal education 
but who adopted the western habit 
of sending letters to the editor of 
the Loma weekly. 

A second aim of the center at 
Kitwe will be to teach missionaries 
and nationals how to conduct lit- 
eracy projects. Some 100,000,000 
adults in Africa cannot read. This 
constitutes some 80 per cent of the 
men and women. 

The proportion of illiterates ranges 
from 50 per cent in the Union of 
South Africa and 60 per cent in the 
Belgian Congo to 90 to 95 per cent 
in Ethiopia and French Equatorial 
North Africa. 

The Loma so loved to read—after 
the efforts of the Sadlers—that they 

(Continued on page 29.) 
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Disciples Sharing to 
Extent of $10,000 


$100,000 Dorm at Seminary in Puerto Rico 


Construction of a new $100,000 dormitory is being planned at the 
Evangelical (Union) Seminary of Puerto Rico, in which Spanish- 
speaking Disciples of Christ (Christian) churches’ ministers are 


trained. 


The seminary board hopes to be 
able to push through its plans in 
time to have the dormitory com- 
pleted by August, 1960. Disciples’ 
churches are being asked by the 
seminary to provide a $10,000 share 
of the cost, including $7,000 now 
earmarked for this use in the Capi- 
tal for Kingdom Building program. 


The seminary in 1958 was able to 
complete an $80,000 main building, 
including chapel, classrooms, library 
and offices. Disciples gave $13,000 
on this through CKB. 


Also sharing in the seminary con- 
struction projects are the other five 
cooperating boards: American Bap- 
tist, Evangelical United Brethren, 
Methodist, United Church of Christ 
(Congregational Christian and Evan- 
gelical and Reformed), and United 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Thomas J. Liggett, seminary presi- 
dent who formerly was a Disciples 
missionary to Argentina, says that 
the dormitory will offer hospitality 
for 60 students and one adviser. It 
will provide a fellowship hall and 
lecture-study room. The plan pro- 
vides for future expansion to ac- 
commodate 80 students, dining hall 
and kitchen, garage and shop. 


Senator Oren E. Long 


Rags eT Se 


A Disciples elder who is a member 

of First Christian Church, Honolulu, 

will become Hawaii’s first United 

States senator. He was recently 
elected. 
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Will Greet Assembly 





MAYOR RICHARD BATTERTON, a 
member of Central Christian Church, 
will welcome the International Con- 
vention assembly at its opening ses- 
sion Aug. 28. Greetings will follow 
the official opening of the Conven- 
tion by John Paul Pack, president. 
The convention ends Sept. 2. 


National City Church 
Establishes Fund 


D. C. Endowment 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—National City 
Christian Church here has set up 
a perpetual endowment which will 
designate all those who give before 
the close of 1960 as founders. 

Theo P. Beasley of Dallas, Texas, 
president of the National City Chris- 
tian Church Corporation, has an- 
nounced that an “indenture of 
trust” has been signed for the en- 
dowment period. 

The purpose is stated as follows: 
“The maintenance of church serv- 
ices and related activities, recogniz- 
ing particularly the national and 
world needs and opportunities that 
can be served from the principal 
seat of government of the United 
States.” 

The American Security and Trust 
Company is the corporate trustee 
to receive contributions and be 





For Writing Center 


WRITING 
CENTER 


ASSISTANCE for the National Chris- 
tian Writing Center at the Ameri- 
can Baptist Assembly at Green Lake, 
Wis., was provided by Disciples when 
President Wilbur H. Cramblet (left) 
of the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion presented a check for $1,000 
on behalf of the publishing house 
to Dr. Benjamin P. Browne, Center 
director. The occasion was the dedi- 
cation of the recently purchased 
building for the Center. 


@ At North Texas State 
New Bible Chair 


Fort WortH—The Division of 
Campus Christian Life of the Texas 
Board of Christian Churches has ap- 
proved an appropriation of $1,500 
for participation in an Ecumenical 
Bible Chair at North Texas State 
College, in Denton. 

The interdenominational Bible 
chair at NTSC is the major new 
item in a $37,756 budget for 1959-60 
approved in a meeting of the di- 
vision on the Texas Christian Uni- 
versity campus here. 





quests as well as to invest and 
manage the funds. The endow- 
ment committee of the National 
City Christian Church Corporation 
is co-trustee. 

The endowment was started with 
just $250. The year 1960 marks 
the 30th anniversary of the dedica- 
tion of the National City Christian 
Church. Checks for the fund should 
be made payable to “Perpetual En- 
downment Fund” and sent to the 
National City Christian Church Cor- 
poration office, Thomas Circle, 
Washington 5, D. C., E. C. Berry, 
treasurer. - 
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DENVER’S CITY AUDITORIUM, conveniently located 
adjacent tothe main business center, will be the place 


International Convention Will 
Be Preceded by Several Events 


24 Resolutions Before the Assembly 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Some 24 indi- 
vidual resolutions to be considered 
by the International Convention As- 
sembly in Denver, Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 
have been distributed to the 400 
members of the Committee on Rec- 
ommendations (principals and alter- 
nates) for study prior to the com- 
mittee’s sessions which begin Aug. 
27 at Denver’s Shirley-Savoy Hotel. 

These resolutions, plus 29 brother- 
hood agency annual reports (which 
will be included in the program 
book), will be thoroughly discussed 
and reviewed by five sub-committees 
during the pre-convention meetings 
of the Committee on Recommenda- 
tions. 

All members of the Committee on 
Recommendations are elected by 
state and provincial conventions. 
Resolutions which they will be con- 
sidering were filed with the Inter- 
national Convention office by July 
28, in keeping with the 30-day rule 
as provided for in the Convention 
By-Laws. 

As a matter of procedure, only 
items considered to be “emergency” 
in nature can be considered after 
the 30-day pre-convention deadline 
date. The Committee on Recom- 
mendations itself makes this deter- 
mination. 
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K. Everett Munson, minister of 
First Christian Church, Maywood, 
Ill., is serving his second year as 
chairman of the Committee. G. 
Gerald Sias, minister, Central Chris- 
tian Church, Enid, Okla., is vice- 
chairman. Robert W. Burns, minis- 
ter, Peachtree Christian Church, At- 
lanta, Georgia, is parliamentarian. 

Among those items of primary 
importance are resolutions: dealing 
with brotherhood restructuring; na- 
ture, form and content of conven- 
tion resolutions; the “Decade of De- 
cision” program; the development 
of Park Avenue Christian Church, 
New York City; and one action urg- 
ing cooperative strategy in estab- 
lishing brotherhood churches and 
other related matters. 

One resolution involving a study 
of race relations includes a sum- 
mary of former convention actions 
since 1936. Another on race rela- 
tions suggests procedures for prog- 
ress in this area. 

Resolution No. 45 concerning the 
“Decade of Decision” program urges 
that the Assembly “give hearty ap- 
proval to the basic design of the 
program .. . encourage and author- 
ize the Council of Agencies to pro- 
ceed with further steps ... call upon 
the congregations to give full sup- 
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of meetings for the 1959 International Convention as- 
sembly. The assembly begins on Aug. 28. 


port ... call upon the congregations 
to join together in the effective 
launching and promotion of the pro- 
gram.” 

Other pre-Convention events 
scheduled for Denver include the an- 
nual Convention of the National 
Evangelistic Association to be held 
at Denver’s Central Christian 
Church, August 27-28; the CYF com- 
mission meeting will be held at 
Colorado Women’s College the week 
of the Convention; the Disciple Stu- 
dent Fellowship Ecclesia Conference, 
scheduled for Estes Park, Aug. 25- 
31; the Fellowship of Campus Min- 
istry, scheduled for Estes Park, Aug. 
21-25; Conversations on Theology 
and Social Ethics, scheduled Aug. 
21-25, Estes Park; and the annual 
Chaplains’ Retreat scheduled for 
Crescent Ranch Aug. 25-28. 

The International Convention as- 
sembly, the major yearly meeting 
of the brotherhood, will open at 
Denver’s Municipal Auditorium at 
7:30 P.M. Friday, Aug. 28. It will 
continue through Wednesday eve- 
ning, September 2. 

The Convention office in Indianap- 
olis reports that reservations at this 
time are slightly ahead of previous 
years, hotel facilities are “going 
fast,” but excellent motel facili- 
ties are still available. Registration 
forms accompanied by the registra- 
tion fee of $4 and completed hous- 
ing request forms should be sent 
immediately to the Convention of- 
fice, Box 19136, Indianapolis 19, Ind. 
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THIS VIEW of the new Disciples Student Center and Christian educational 
building for First Christian Church, Iowa City, Iowa, shows the west cur- 
tain wall of glass panels opening on a walled courtyard. 


Iowa City—A spacious and attractive Disciple Student Center and 
Christian education building is under construction near the State 


University of Iowa for the use 
Christian Church here. 


The student lounge building will 
be complete with a fireplace and is 
to open on an attractive court as 
does the church library and the min- 
ister’s study. The building, for 
which ground was broken June 7, in- 
cludes four church school depart- 
ment rooms, a crib room and a nurs- 
ery room and space for recreation 


Ly 





DR. CHESTER I. MILLER, chairman 
of construction for the new Disciples 
Student Center at the campus of the 
University of Iowa, digs the first 
shovelful of earth at ground-break- 
ing ceremonies. Beside him is Al- 
fred C. Hofrichter, Jr., pastor. 
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of students associated with First 


and future expansion 
in the full basement. 

The building is expected to be 
completed early next year at a cost 
of $115,000. The Iowa Society of 
Christian Churches provides $30,000 
through the 1959-1960 world out- 
reach giving of Iowa Churches’ 
“Capital for Kingdom Building.” 

The long-range plan for the Chris- 
tian Church in Iowa City calls for a 
second unit to replace the present 
sanctuary facing the campus. The 
church will celebrate its centennial 
in 1962-63. Pastor of the church is 
Alfred C. Hofrichter, Jr. 


is available 


@ At Grafton, Va. 
125th Anniversary 


GRAFTON, VA.—When the Chris- 
tian Church here marked its 125th 
anniversary it was, and had the ap- 
pearance of being, an “historic occa- 
sion.” 

A high light of a full day of spe- 
cial services on May 10 was a his- 
toric pageant depicting significant 
events in the history of the congre- 
gation. The pageant was written, 
and directed by Mrs. W. W. Amory, 
church historian, assisted by Mrs. W. 
S. Sulzberger. 

The speaker at the morning wor- 
ship service on the anniversary oc- 
casion was H. Myron Kauffman, ex- 
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ecutive secretary for the Virginia 
Christian Missionary Society. The 
pastor of the church is David C. 
Derby. 

The church had its beginnings in 
1834, when a group led by Peter 
Ainslie, the pastor, left the Grafton 
Baptist Church and established the 
“reformed” church which followed 
the influence of Alexander Campbell. 
Among the Disciples who called the 
Grafton Christian Church their 
“church home” was F. C. Power, 
who was at one time pastor 
of National City Christian Church 
and who was the officiating minister 
at the funeral of President James A. 
Garfield. 

A. J. Renforth served the church 
from 1906 until his death in 1945. 
Willard W. Jones served from 1947 
until he died in June of 1951. Then 
Robert B. Marriott, transportation 
and textbook director for the New- 
port News City school system, took 
on pastoral duties until June of 
1958 when David C. Derby became 
the church’s first full-time minister 
in nearly 100 years. 

During the past 10 years an edu- 
cation unit has been added and the 
original sanctuary was completely 
remodeled at a total cost of $41,000. 
The membership has more than dou- 
bled since 1947 and plans are now 
in progress for the construction of 
the first unit of a new education 
building and recreation area. The 
pastor of the Grafton church is the 
son of Payson Derby, personnel di- 
rector for the Christian Board of 
Publication, St. Louis. 


Denver Dedication 


LAKEwoop, CoLo.—Bedford Hall, 
the new education unit of the Chris- 
tian Church here was dedicated in 
June. The new unit consists of a 
fellowship hall seating 200, space for 
13 classrooms, and a fully equipped 
kitchen. The total cost is $50,770.99. 

The new unit is named in honor 
of the first resident minister of 
Lakewood Christian Church, Sidney 
M. Bedford, now retired. 

Officiating at the afternoon serv- 
ice was Clifford L. Scott, minister. 
Other participants were Maurice F. 
Lyerla, executive secretary of the 
Christian Churches of Colorado; Ver- 
lin H. Stump, executive secretary of 
the Association of Christian 
Churches of the Denver Area; Wil- 
liam Sanders of the Board of Com- 
missioners of Jefferson County; and 
Maurice Palmquist of the Lakewood 
Church of the Nazarene, president of 
the Lakewood Ministerial Alliance. 
Ministers and members from the 
seventeen Christian churches in the 
Denver area were present.—MAURICE 
F. LYERLA 
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Building Completed at Corpus Christi 





Corpus CHRISTI, TEX.—Dedication of the $84,000 first unit of South Shore 


Christian Church, here, was held June 21. 


Chester Crow of Fort Worth, 


general secretary of the Texas Board of Christian Churches, was guest 


speaker. 


The education unit is at left, above. 


The air-conditioned, brick unit has a combination sanctuary and fellow- 
ship hall, modern kitchen, minister’s study and six classrooms. 
Myron H. Willard has been minister of South Shore Church since it was 


organized in Feb., 1956. 


_ Breaking Ground 


aa 





BREAKING GROUND for the Wur- 
litzer Park Community Christian 
Church, North Tonawanda, N. Y., are 
Board Chairman John Waldman 
(left), Mrs. Edward Hempel, charter 
member, and Rutherford Shumaker, 
pastor. Ground-breaking speaker 
was Howard R. Dungan, pastor of 
Payne Avenue Christian Church. 


Oregon CWF Exec 


LEBANON, ORE.—Mrs. Blewford 
Osburn became executive secretary 
of the Oregon Christian Women’s 
Fellowship on July 1, succeeding Mrs. 
Edna L. Burke, who served 11 years. 

Mrs. Osburn, has just completed 
two years as president of the Ore- 
gon Christian Women’s Fellowship. 

She has been active in children’s 
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work, youth activities and women’s 
work on local, state and national 
levels. Mr. Osburn is chairman of 
the board at First Church here. 

The Lebanon Church commis- 
sioned her into the women’s work 
June 29 in a service that was at- 
tended by out-of-town friends and 
religious leaders. David Nutting of 
the Lebanon Church preached the 
commissioning sermon, and Charles 
Addleman, executive secretary of the 
Oregon Christian Missionary Society, 
led the commissioning ceremony. 

The Osburns have a son, Richard, 
who is now a ministerial student at 
the Divinity School of Drake Uni- 
versity. 

The retiring leader, Mrs. Burke, is 
the widow of Kendall Burke, who 
was president of Northwest Christian 
College. Mrs. Burke taught missions 
at Northwest Christian College and 
was college librarian, 1944-1948. 

Mrs. Burke has two sons, one of 


whom (Don) is in law enforcement 
in Pomona, Calif. The other, Har- 
mon, is now a national director of 
church establishment in the home 
missions department of the United 
Christian Missionary Society.—Ray S. 
HEWITT 


One Couple’s Stewardship 
At San Diego 


$300,000 in Gifts 


San Dieco, Catir.—Central Chris- 
tian Church, here has received $300,- 
000 generous bequest of estates 
willed to the church by Mr. and 
Mrs. O. K. Williamson, members 
since 1950, formerly from the North- 
west where Mr. Williamson pio- 
neered in opening up the territory 
to wheat farming. 

Total assets of over $300,000 have 
come to Central Church from this 
Christian couple. 

It is contemplated not less than 
25 per cent will be designated for 
missions, divided so that all causes 
will be supported on a percentage 
basis as reflected by the Budgets and 
Promotional Relationships Commit- 
tees’ askings. 

None of the income will be em- 
ployed to carry the current program 
of the church. 





@ Jack McComas, pastor of Fairview 
Christian Church, Louisville, Ky., re- 
cently installed officers for the Wes- 
terman Bible class. J. E. Hooten was 
installed as president and the 
teacher is W. T. Adams. 





@ E. B. Wolford was honored by the 
Virginia Christian Churches conven- 
tion, Strasburg, as “minister of the 
year’ in May. He has served the 
Woodstock and Edinburg, Va, 
churches for 15 years. He was also 
elected president of the Virginia 
Christian Missionary Society.—JoHN 
A. TATE, Correspondent-at-large 


DVBS Mosaics Provide Creative Interest 


FULTON, Mo.—The junior depart- 
ment of the First Christian Church 
here completed an interesting and 
unique project in their vacation 
Bible school. 

A study was made of the ancient 
religious symbols and designs were 
worked out in mosaics. Venetian 
glass tiles of many different colors 
were used. These tiles were secured 
from a supply house that imports 
them from Italy. 

The students used the same tech- 
nique that is employed in making 
the large mosaic murals seen in 
many churches. 

The mosaic designs were put in 
shadow box frames which the boys 





had finished in black. The Chris- 
tian symbol mosaic designs will be 
hung as a permanent exhibit in jun- 
ior department classrooms. 
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Former Ohio Governor to Bethany Post 


BETHANY, W. Va.—C. William O’Neill, former governor of Ohio, 
has been named professor of public affairs at Bethany College here as 
a part of the college’s new program of emphasis on both theoretical 
political science and practical politics, President Perry Epler Gres- 


ham has announced. 


O’Neill, a former political science 
instructor and graduate of Marietta 
College as well as an LL.B. graduate 
of Ohio State University, will de- 
liver a series of 18 lectures to the 
entire student body at Bethany dur- 
ing the second semester of the 1959- 
60 school. year. 


Another part of the program will 
be three five-week institutes in pub- 
lic affairs, politics and government 
for business and industrial repre- 
sentatives, to be conducted in the 
Tri-state area in the evenings. 

The former chief executive of 
Ohio will lecture and conduct a 
question and answer and discussion 
period. He will also work with 
junior and senior students of ex- 
ceptional interest and ability in the 
field of political science, conducting 
a number of research projects with 
these students. 

“I know of no other program such 
as this,” Doctor Gresham said. “It 
is designed to bridge the gap be- 
tween the theory of government and 
politics, and the practice.” 


Austins to England 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Dr. and Mrs. 
Spencer P. Austin of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, represented Disciples of this 
country and Canada at the annual 
Conference of British Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) earlier this month. 

Dr. and Mrs. Austin left Indian- 
apolis on July 22 and will return 
late this month. 

As a fraternal delegate of the 
International Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches, the Austins par- 
ticipated in the conference at Ches- 
ter, England from August 1-6. Mrs. 
Austin spoke at meetings of the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship, while 
Dr. Austin addressed the general 
conference. 

While abroad, the Austins are 
visiting “fraternal churches” in Eng- 
land and Scotland. These churches 
are served by American Disciple 
ministers financed by the Christian 
Churches of this country. Dr. 
Austin is administrative secretary 
for the Committee on Fraternal Aid 
to British Churches of Christ 
(Disciple). 

Dr. Austin is executive secretary 
of Unified Promotion, the fund-rais- 
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C. William O’Neill 


ing organization which serves var- 
ious Disciples-supported institutions 
and benevolent organizations. As 
fraternal delegate to the British 
church conference, he filled in for 
the late David S. McNelly, National 
Director of Evangelism for the 
church. 


Disciples Council Work 


EDWARDSVILLE, ILL.—One hundred 
and five representatives were pres- 
ent for the quarterly board of di- 
rectors’ meeting of the Disciples 
Council of Greater St. Louis at 
First Christian Church here July 15. 


The Council comprises the cooper- 
ating Chrisitan churches in the 
metropolitan St. Louis area includ- 
ing several Illinois churches. The 
Edwardsville and Marine, Illinois, 
churches recently affiliated with the 
council. - 

Primary subject of discussion was 
plans and procedures for establish- 
ment of new congregations in the 
area. The tentative goal toward 
which the group is working is to 
establish a new church each year for 
the next ten years. Eugene R. Lam- 
port is minister of First Christian 
Church in Edwardsville. 

The executive secretary of the 
Disciples Council of Greater St. 
Louis is W. Elbert Starn, whose 
office is located at “publications 
building,” headquarters for’ the 
Christian Board of Publication. 
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Indianapolis Building 


INDIANAPOLIS—N orth Tacoma 
Christian Church, here, has held 
ground-breaking services and has 
begun construction for the fourth 
and final unit of its building. 

The congregation was organized 
in 1943. The first unit was dedicated 
May 2, 1948. This final unit is the 
sanctuary, seating 650, and the fel- 
lowship hall, seating 300 persons at 
tables. 

The completed building includes 
a chapel, three offices a church par- 
lor with kitchenette, 16 classrooms, 
recreation room, choir rehearsal 
room and Boy Scout room. 

A unique feature of the building 
will be an elevated baptistry with 
an unobstructed view from every 
seat in the auditorium. Entrance 
to the baptistry will be from the 
third-floor level. There is a sepa- 
rate wing for baptismal dressing and 
preparation. 

The present membership of the 
church is 817. Bruce E. Miller is in 
his eighth year as minister. 


At Country Club Hills 


Progress: Chicago Area 


CuHiIcaGo—The United Christian 
Church of Country Club Hills, a 
suburb of Tinley Park, Illinois, 
closed its charter with 108 members. 

The congregation was established 
a year ago by the Chicago Disciples 
Union, Dr. J. J. Van _ Boskirk, 
executive secretary. On June 1, 1958, 
Wendell Pew came to the leader- 
ship of the congregation. He had 
previously served eight years at the 
Sterling Christian Church, Austin, 
Minn. 

Three acres of land have been 
purchased contiguous to the school 
property of the suburb which is 
growing at the rate of 300 homes 
per year. 


Minister Emeritus 


METROPOLIS, ILL.—Minister emer- 
itus is the title that has been con- 
ferred on O. L. Angel after he 
served 18% years as pastor of First 
Christian Church here. 

He is known throughout Illinois 
for the extensive work he has done 
with the young people of that state 
during his ministry. During his 
active term of service he served four 
Missouri churches at LaPlatte, Ma- 
con, Fayette and Elsberry. 

In Illinois he served at Cairo 
before accepting the pulpit of the 
Metropolis Church. 

Succeeding Mr. Angel is Ray- 
mond McCallister, Jr., who began his 
work here July 1.—Mrs. JOHN R. 
CANADY 
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New Administration for Spanish-Speaking Churches 


Fort WortH—Administration of financial aid for the Christian 
Churches’ Spanish-speaking congregations in Texas will be shifted 
from an international board to local committees this year, Dr. Chester 
Crow, general secretary of the Texas Board of Christian Churches, 


announced this week. 

Congregations in Brownsville, Cor- 
pus Christi, McAllen, Robstown, San 
Antonio and San Benito will be af- 
fected. 

Both the United Christian Mission- 
ary Society (an international board 
of missions and Christian education) 
and the Texas Board of Christian 
Churches will continue to appropri- 
ate funds for Spanish-speaking 
churches. 

Administration of UCMS and TBCC 
grants, however, will be turned over 
to local and area committees, which 
also will administer funds raised in 
their areas for the program. 

“The purpose of this change is to 
localize administration and improve 
the supervision of congregations be- 
ing aided,” Dr. Crow said. 


Board Members Emeriti 


RALEIGH, N. C.—Six members of 
Hillyer Memorial Christian Church 
here were honored by being elected 
honorary board members for life, as 
deacons and deaconesses, with full 
voting rights. 

They are Mr. and Mrs. John Askew, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Edwards, Mrs. J. 
M. Williams, and Mrs. Alice King 
Basden. All have been members of 
the local congregation for more 
than forty years, having joined soon 
after the organization of the church 
in 1915. 

Another honorary deaconess is 
Mrs. C. F. Pilley, only charter mem- 
ber still in the congregation, who 
was honored by this election several 
months ago. 

Installation ceremonies for all of- 
ficers and board members were con- 
ducted by Dr. Arthur D. Wenger, 
president of Atlantic Christian Col- 
lege, Wilson, N. C., who also sup- 
plied the pulpit for the morning 
service. 


Prints Preserved 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York City has asked for two 
colored prints of the stained-glass 
medallions in the Phillips Memorial 
of the Disciples of Christ Historical 
Society, Nashville, to be placed in 
the permanent print collection of 
the Museum. 

The prints selected were “Elisha” 
which is in a window of the presi- 
dent’s office, and a section from the 
window on the main stair landing, 
“Moses and the Law” and “The Para- 
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ble of the Good Samaritan.” They 
were executed by Mr. Gus Baker, of 
Nashville. 

Miss Eva Jean Wrather, chairman 
of the Society’s Fine Arts and In- 
scriptions Committee, delivered the 
prints to New York. 

A copy of Miss Wrather’s History 
in Stone and Stained Glass for the 
Thomas W. Phillips Memorial was 
placed in the library of the Metro- 
politan Museum. 


Middle-East Tour 


ForT WorTH, TEx.—H. Parr Arm- 
strong, minister-at-large who lives 
here, will be in the Middle East 
four weeks between May 15 and June 
20, 1960, studying with American 
Friends of the Middle East. 

Mr. Armstrong will be an official 
representative of The International 
Convention. 

About 29 persons are traveling in 
a people-to-people mission, called 
“Operation Insight.’’ They will have 
public meetings, panels, visits and 
fellowship with men and women of 
affairs in Cairo, Beirut, Damascus, 
Amman, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Istan- 
bul and Greece. 

The tour will be led by officials 
in the American Friends of the Mid- 
dle East, an organization which is 
non-political, non-sectarian and non- 
profit. 


Youth Week 


HoustoN—The Spring Branch 
Christian Church dedicated the week 
of July 5-10, to its youth when Texas 
Christian University religion majors 
Marion McBride and David Wil- 
liams were here to lead a week-long 
“Youth Round-up.” The youth of 
the local church were very much in 
evidence under the direction of 
Margo Allen, also a TCU student. 

Morning hours were for CYF and 
Chi Rho groups, but adults were wel- 
comed to the evening services. A 
chuck wagon supper was held at the 
church on the last evening of the 
round-up.—MIss GAYLE Harris, Cor- 
respondent-at-large 


To Northwest Christian 


EUGENE, OrE.—Dr. Carroll Rob- 
erts, minister at the First Christian 
Church here has resigned, effective 
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Sept. 30, on the tenth anniversary 
of his acceptance of the post. 

He is joining the staff of North- 
west Christian College as a general 
representative, primarily in public 
relations and financial resources. 

Dr. Roberts was chairman of the 
chaplaincy endorsement committee 
of the International Convention from 
1941-46 and first vice-president of 
the International Convention from 
1944 to 1946.—Ray S. HEWITT 


NEWS CAPSULES 


@ W. E. Babb of Olathe, Kan., ended 
an interim ministry with First 
Church, Mayfield, Ky., July 15. The 
newly called pastor of the church is 
James F. Gupton of Richmond, Va. 


@ The Christian Churches of Ken- 
tucky, District 11, Bourbon, Clark, 
Fayette, and Jessamine _ counties, 
held a six-night leadership educa- 
tion school at Arlington Christian 
Church, Lexington. There were 200 
registrations from 17 local churches. 
Eighteen courses were offered. 


@ Springfield Church, Rockville, Va., 
has erected a modern parsonage 
which will serve as home for the 
minister of the pastoral unity com- 
posed of Holly Grove, Elpis and 
Springfield churches. 

A minister is being called to give 
full-time service to these rural 
churches.—JOHN A. TATE, Corre- 
spondent-at-large 


Planning Conference 





A UNIQUE EVENT under the spon- 
sorship of Central Christian Church 
in Glendale, Calif., was the Chi Rho 
Fellowship-Homebuilders Sunday 
church school class planning retreat 
at Loch Leven Conference grounds 
in Southern California. 

The Homebuilders class includes 
the parents of most of the Chi Rho’s, 
so the planning retreat seemed to 
work out for the benefit of all. In 
the above, conferees share in kitchen 
duties. 
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William Woods Chaplain 


FULTON, Mo.—Newton B. Fowler, 
Jr., Lexington, Ky., has been selected 
as chaplain at William Woods Col- 
lege here, succeeding Dr. A. S. Bail- 
lie who is retiring. 

Fowler holds the bachelor of 
arts degree from Lynchburg College, 
Lynchburg, Va., and the bachelor of 
divinity degree from The College of 
the Bible, Lexington, Ky. Since 
1955, he has been director of campus 
ministry for the Christian Churches 
of Kentucky. 

He served in 1953-54 “as National 
Disciple Student Fellowship presi- 
dent. In 1952 he was a delegate to 
the third World Conference of Chris- 
tian Youth at Travancore, India, and 
in 1953 was a delegate to the general 
assembly of the World’s Student 
Christian Federation in India. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fowler will move to 
Fulton early in August to begin 
work with the college Sept. 1. Mr. 
Fowler’s work will include instruc- 
tion in the courses in religion and 
general responsibility as chaplain, in- 
volving direction of the work of the 
Y.W.C.A., Religious Emphasis Week, 
and personal counseling. 


Minister of Music 


GLENDALE, Mo.—James Benjamin 
Smith, Jr., minister of music at 
First Presbyterian Church, Colum- 
bus, Ga., has accepted a similar post 
with Webster Groves Christian 
Church here. He begins his duties 
in Glendale in September. 

Mr. Smith attended George Pea- 
body College for Teachers, the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky and Union The- 
ological Seminary. He holds the 
master of sacred music degree from 
the latter institution. 

Pastor of the Webster Groves 
Church is Raymond McCallister. 


Backs Canvass Need 


ENID, OKLA.—“If every member 
of the church were a tither, it still 
would be significant to have an ev- 
ery member canvass, just to explain 
the program of the church,” stated 
Spencer Austin at the ‘Ministers’ 
Week on Stewardship” which closed 
July 3 at Phillips University here. 

With the university as host, the 
clinic on stewardship was conducted 
through the cooperation of Unified 
Promotion, the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, and the state societies. 
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This sign was built because a 
woman who belongs to the church 
at the Yakima Indian Christian Mis- 
sion, near White Swan, Wash., be- 
lieves in tithing. She not only gives 
a tithe of her regular income, but 
also gave one-tenth of a U.S. govern- 
ment check she received. 

The U.S. check was to compen- 
sate members of the Yakima tribe 
for the loss of their fishing grounds 
in the erection of the Dalles dam, 
at the Yakima reservation. Disciple 
churches support the church, dormi- 
tory and community service pro- 
gram at the Yakima _ mission 
through The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 





NO SECRET 


One of the hardest secrets for a 
man to keep is his opinion of him- 
self. 


ANNOUNCING -— 


THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH AUDIO-VISUAL SERIES 


Special Pre-convention Sale Price $54.50 (Regularly, $59.00) 


Nine filmstrips . . . nine records . 


with scripts. 


. . eighteen guides 
This special filmstrip kit covers all 








the basic needs of your church, offering instruction 
to the volunteer church staff in an enjoyable but 
informative manner. You will find new ideas in 
building an effective church and re-acquaint yourself 
with the time-proven methods and procedures. This 
filmstrip kit has been produced by the Audio-Visual 
Services U.C.M.S. and will be distributed by the 
Christian Board of Publication. You may order 
directly from your brotherhood publishing house. 
If you are planning to attend the Denver Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ) stop by the Audio-Visual booth and 
place your order. The pre-Convention sale price 
applies only until the end of the Denver Convention, 
so order your kit today. 


Christian Board of Publication - 
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| A series of eight sound filmstrips in black and | 
white to support each department of the church. | 
l 
Christian Action and Property | 
i Community Service Stewardship and I 
Christian Education Finance | 
| Evangelism World Outreach | 
‘ Membership Worship 
Plus Mr. Smith and the Effective Church | 
A sound filmstrip in color—interpreting the | 
I effective operation of a functional church pro- | 
1 gram. i 
l 
Rieriniascatieedilteasicstnicninianbeiniieeeneiaicecs timate 


Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 





Samuel F. Pugh 


Encouraging Creativity 


HE productivity of any 

church is limited by the im- 
aginative limitations of its mem- 
bers. The physical growth as 
well as the spiritual-mental po- 
tential any congregation has has 
never been approached, much less 
achieved. One simple channel to 
achievement is the consistent use 
of the creative capacities of the 
members—individually and in 
groups. 

Few churches seek to tap the 
productive capacities of even its 
key leaders, and the pastor him- 
self may get into a habit of us- 
ing the same techniques year 
after year. 

We cannot begin to keep 
abreast of the new developments 





Samuel F. Pugh is the national 
director of church development of 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society, Indianapolis, Indiana. 





SELL FRESH PECANS 
Organizations earn extra money 
selling quality nuts. New crop 
available November 7. 

Write 
CRAWFORD’S 
370 Davis Avenue Mobile, Ala. 











Travel to the HOLY LAND spending 
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM — 1959 
EASTER IN JERUSALEM — 1960 


Join small groups touring the Holy 
Land and Middle East under Christian 
leadership with Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson visiting Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
Italy. Christmas tour departs Dec. 11. 
Easter Spring tour departs April 1. 
Write for descriptive itinerary booklet 
giving all details. 
MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES 


1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 
Branch Offices in 
New York — Washington — Tokyo 
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in architecture, medicine, travel, 
advertising, automation, and al- 
most every area of American life. 
They multiply and often become 
obsolete as new developments 
burst upon the scene. And yet 
many of the methods of the 
church are used long after they 
become out of date. 

Industry asks its workers to 
make any suggestion they wish, 
commends them for their efforts 
and puts the workable ideas into 
effect. How can the church 
deepen and expand its service to 
individuals, to the community, 
and the nation by using vast spir- 
itual wells that have waited all 
too long? 

A church board might spend 
an evening discussing ways of en- 
couraging creativity. Who knows 
the ideas that may be unearthed 
and the new directions to which 
they may point. Included in the 
list might be such items as 


—Keep a suggestion box avail- 
able at all times 

—Ask guests to fill out a card 
suggesting improvements 

—Use “brainstorming” tech- 
niques in planning sessions 

—Evaluate every program when 
it has been completed. Then 
profit by the mistakes and suc- 
cesses 

—Ask members to carry “idea 
notebooks”’ and use them every 
day 

—Write new ideas that come 
while reading or listening to an 
address 


—Ask young people to write es- 
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says on selected subjects—us- 
ing any unique ideas that may 
come to them 

—Keep a pad and pencil beside 
one’s bed and write down any 
ideas that come during sleep 

—Read about new developments 
in other fields of endeavor and 
make adaptations and applica- 
tions for the church 

—Think of each problem as a 
challenge and ask the whole 
church to work on its solution 

—Dare to use new ideas once 
they have been suggested 


Sometimes a problem is par- 
tially solved as the members give 
their attention to it. For in- 
stance, if the problem is, “How 
can we make our guests feel wel- 
come?” or “How can we improve 
our congregational singing?” the 
facing of the need is the first 
step toward meeting it if the 
members are sincere in wanting 
to meet it. 

Every church has situations 
that need solution. Think what 
it would mean if the brain power, 
the heart power, and the soul 
power of a congregation or its 
leaders were put to work on ev- 
ery problem. Problems are op- 
portunities that every congrega- 
tion may face along the way. 
Suppose every member—or even 
the key leaders were to accept 
them as challenges and responsi- 
bilities! Ask yourself— 

What improvements need to be 
made in the conduct of our Sun- 
day morning service of worship? 

What is the basic purpose of 
the church—the purpose that 
should influence every decision 
and activity? In light of that 
purpose what should be our 
major emphases? 

What equipment is available to 
improve the quality, quantity, 
and effectiveness of our work? 

Some churches resist new ideas 
and live in an attitude that new 
developments are for science and 
industry but not for the church. 
A congregation can encourage or 
discourage creativity—and it 
doesn’t take long for the observer 
to discern the difference. 


Dream, Christian! Dream! 
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“| have a 
new realization” 


by J. Warren Hastings 


“I live life, or so it seems to 
me, on an ever higher plane,” he 
said as we visited together in my 
office. “I have been going to a 
psychiatrist for several months 
and he is helping me get rid of 
some of my attitudes which I 
should have left behind in my 
boyhood. I am becoming more 
of an adult every day.” 

“The ideal life shows continual 
progress in the things of the 
Spirit and I am glad you are be- 
coming aware of it,” I said. ‘Tell 
me more about the _ revelation 
that has come to you.” 

He warmed up to his subject: 
“Every few days I get a new 
realization. I become aware of 
new powers within me. I sense 
a new series of ideals and objec- 
tives. Hopes become possibilities 
that I had thought were impos- 
sible of achievement. In a sense 
I seem to be a new-born man.” 

“That is one of the miracles 
of life. God is a Creative Spirit 
and when we welcome him into 
our lives we begin to change 
from the inside. No man can re- 
ceive the Spirit of God and not 
change,” I observed. 

“The psychiatrist has helped 
me to understand some of my 
foibles and he has told me to go 
to my church,” he said. 

“He has done you much good 
and I am glad,’’ I responded. “He 
has helped you to understand 
yourself and to be a more normal 
and wholesome human being. 
When he urged you to go to your 
church, he was insisting that you 
expose yourself to the creative 
Spirit of God.” 

“How can I find this Spirit?” 
he asked me. 

“By prayer, worship, and serv- 
ice to God and man,” I answered. 
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87A164F 


Glendale 


87A162F 
87A163F 


The Belette 
(for junior 
choirs) 





Choir 
Robes 


of 
Distinction 


These are robes of beauty, of — 
of comfort ... robes you will enjoy 
wearing. 


The Glendale: This classic design has full 
flowing sleeves, is fluted across the back, over 
the shoulders and across the front to the deep 
center pleats. Strong zipper enclosure. 


SEAEETE A MEE hn ktccssnkossnell $13.65 
S7TAL46F, Brooksiure Faille .......<ncccccana 14.40 
87A149F, Soulette Poplin ................-- 15.95 
87A150F, Empress (Chromspun) ~----------- 16.10 
STASSIL, WORGGS BOHN ciccncwecusuiasens 17.15 
SEATS I6; CON WEED vntdsesensecscincindcsadion 17.25 


The Leland: Outstanding in appearance and 
economy, this robe has a generous fullness of 
material in body and sleeves, is pleated to the 
yoke. Zipper enclosure. 


i ee A eee 
87A153F, Brookshire Faille 
87A154F, Soulette Poplin ~.---..--.------.. 
87A155F, Empress (Chromspun) 
87A156F, Wonder Faille ~------ 
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The Belette: A choir robe designed for 
junior choirs, it has all the graceful, flowing 
lines of the popular adult robes at a pleasing, 
moderate price. Girls’ collars are extra. 
(Sizes are for children under 5’ 2’"—add 10% 
to price for taller children.) 


O7AAGIT, ANN MMT Since $10.50 


87A268F, Brookshire Faille ~............... 11.25 
Choir Robe Collars: 
ORAIGI CH CONS a iiiiticcietnennnace: $ .50 
id RO S| ars -50 
STANGER, Gee CAINE ckcttikn ce cetncccincaaiaan 65 
Collar Style 87A164F is pictured above on 
the Glendale choir robe. Collar style 


87A162F and 87A163F, which are the same 
in appearance, are pictured above on the 
Leland choir robe. 


Important: When ordering please give chest, 
height, weight, collar and sleeve measure- 
ments. The robes are custom-made; please al- 
low at least two weeks for delivery. For colors 
and materials, please refer to our general 
catalog for descriptions. 


CHRISTIAN BOARD of PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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‘*‘You Are What You Read’’ 


EVANGELISM-THEOLOGY 


The Broken Wall. By Markus 
Barth. The Judson Press. 272 pages. 
$3.50. 


This is a book on evangelism and 
it is also a book on theology but 
the author disdains the phrases “the 
evangelistic task of the church” and 
“the theology of evangelism.” These 
resounding titles and catch-words, 
he believes, are wanting in truth, 
warmth and precision. 

Evangelism is not one among 
many tasks of the church. It is of 
her nature and it is her nature, “An 
extra theology of evangelism has 
as little need to be contrived as 
there is need for extra psychology, 
theology or apologetics for preach- 
ing and prayer, for family, and edu- 
cating for church architecture, or 
for jazz and horses!” 

These quotations serve the addi- 
tional purpose of giving the reader 
a taste of the flavor of Professor 
Barth’s style in this, his first full- 
length book written in English. The 
book will also establish Markus 
Barth as a theologian in his own 
right and not merely as the son of 
his famous father. 

The Broken Wall is a study of 
the Epistle to the Ephesians. The 
author finds five theses concerning 
evangelism in it. 

(1) God is his own evangelist, and 
it is a pleasure for the Church to 
be used in his service. 

(2) The Church has no other des- 
tination and purpose than to live 
publicly to God’s praise. 

(3) The members of the Church 
cannot give anything to the world, 
unless they receive it, together with 
the world, always and only from 
God. 

(4) The witness to God is borne 
in lowliness by the whole person of 
each saint, in every realm of life. 

(5) Only the true, full Gospel is 
good enough to be witnessed to the 
world by the Church. 

This is not a mere exegesis of the 
Book of Ephesians. The author 
makes it very clear that the mes- 
sage of the book must be applied 
“to the burning questions of West- 
ern and Eastern ideologies, of the 
London slums and South African 
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statutes, 
stage.” 
This would be a good book to put 
in the hands of the chairman and 
members of the department of evan- 
gelism.—HAMPTON ADAMS 


of the schools and the 


CHAPEL TALKS 


The Classic Christian Faith. By 
Edgar M. Carlson. Augustana Book 
Concern. 171 pages. $2.75. 


The Classic Christian Faith 
emerged from a series of chapel 
talks at Gustavus Adolphus College. 
While the book is campus centered, 
it is nonetheless world centered. 

The intriguing and most readable 
volume is divided into five parts, 
each dealing with precisely what is 
announced: The Ten Command- 
ments, The Apostles’ Creed, The 
Lord’s Prayer, and The Sacraments. 
Though a seasoned writer, the au- 
thor accepts a tremendous assign- 
ment in dealing with so wide a 
spectrum of Christian faith in a 
single volume; thus there are in- 
evitable inadequacies in the presen- 
tations. I am also confident some 
will question terminology as well 
as theology, though all in all, itis a 
positive and provocative book 
beamed to people who are able and 
who are not afraid to think. 

There is a cutting freshness about 
Dr. Carlson’s style. 

In developing the declaration, “J 
Believe in Jesus Christ,’ the author 
definitively declares, “Now if men 
want to know what God is like, you 
don’t need to come up with an argu- 
ment or a list of ‘the attributes of 
God.’ You can point men to Jesus 
of Nazareth who is the Christ. God 
has been here. We know what He 
did, and we know what He said. 
His footprints are on ‘the sands of 
time.’ ” 

His opening paragraph on The 
Lord’s Prayer is likewise sharp as 
a two-edged sword: “Watch Your 
Personal Pronouns! There are times 
when only the first person singular 
will do. Sometimes it is more com- 
fortable to say ‘We’ when we should 
say ‘I.’ It is easier, for instance, to 
say, ‘We are a sinful people,’ than 
it is to say, ‘I have sinned against 
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heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ But this is likely to be evad- 
ing the real issue and seeking to 
shed responsibility by sharing it.” 

Though only about ten pages are 
devoted to the vast and deep mir- 
acles surrounding The Christian 
sacraments, Holy Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, he writes with con- 
fidence and leads up to a climactic 
close.—G. CuRTIS JONES 


NOVEL WITH MEANING 


Caravan From Ararat. By James 
P. Terzian. Muhlenberg Press. 239 
pages. $3.50. 


This book, a full-length novel is a 
most human and absorbing story of 
life aboard an immigrant ship as it 
plied the seas between the Near East 
and America in the early 1900's. 
One passenger, Orrin Thatcher, was 
clearly of different background than 
the host of unlettered and unwashed 
passengers with whom he must 
necessarily associate in the limited 
confines of the small, tired old tramp 
vessel, “Maid of Athens.” Simon, 
the merchant; Garaped, the Syrian 
boy with the festering eyes and a 
passion for the Stars and Stripes; 
Dr. Sahadi, Arabic physician with- 
out country or calling; lovely Za- 
belle, who clung to her religious 
dogma even to the cost of personal 
happiness; and countless others were 
consumed with curiosity concerning 
the presence of the disdainful Amer- 
ican in this unlikely situation. 


The struggle which wages daily 
between Orrin Thatcher’s’ Boston 
heritage and the uninhibited, yet 
ever wary, way of life of those who 
were leaving the miseries of the Old 
World for the terrors and uncertain- 
ties of the New, communicates dif- 
erences between the East and West 
which are neither commendable nor 
necessary. 


This is a story of adventure, not 
only in the everyday problems of 
practical survival but in the spirit- 
ual emancipation which comes from 
knowing and understanding those 
with whom we had expected to al- 
ways differ—Mrs. KENNETH B. 
BOWEN 
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—JUNGLE JOURNALIST 
(Continued from page 18.) 


buy 15,000 to 17,000 booklets a year, 
Dr. Sadler said. Every month, the 
Sadlers produced a new booklet and 
mimeographed about 1,200 copies. 

In many nations, it is unusual to 
find Africans reading. They may 
purchase books to please white mis- 
sionaries—and then leave the works 
unread until they are devoured by 
white ants. 

But in Loma land, where few 
adults play games, they relax often 
by reading to each other. It is a 
common sight to see two men lying 
in adjacent hammocks and reading 
to each other. 

Or while one woman lies with her 
head in the lap of a friend to get 
her long beautiful hairdo combed 
and plaited, they listen as a third 
woman reads to them. . 

“Literature often paves the way 
for health measures, village im- 
provement and evangelism,” Dr. 
Sadler says. 

Sometimes literature reaches 
where missionaries are unwelcome. 

And always the booklets, the 
Scriptures point more and more mil- 
lions to the word of God—to Christ. 

The Sadlers will hold workshops 
at Kitwe and demonstration projects 
in various parts of Africa. 

Frank C. Laubach and the Sadlers 
have this in common—they are en- 
thusiastic pioneers who are anxious 
to see that men and women discover 
and prize a personal relationship 
with God. 


To New Ministries 


A DENVER, CoLo.—Wayne Selsor has 
been serving for four months as pas- 
tor of South Broadway Christian 
Church, Denver. 

Before going to Denver he was for 
five years pastor of the Christian 
Church in Galveston, Texas. 

At Denver Mr. Selsor succeeds 
Reed Ferguson, who retired from 
South Broadway Church earlier this 
year. 


A Ponca City, OKLA—Vernon 
Wheeler who recently became min- 
ister of Community Christian Church, 
Ponca City, Okla., was installed at a 
recent evening service. Robert F. 
Glover, minister of education for the 
First Christian Church, Ponca City, 
was a participant in the installation 
service. 


A RicHMonpD, Va.—James S. Gupton 
resigned July 15 as minister of Bat- 
tery Park Church, here, to accept a 
pastorate with First Christian 
Church, Maysville, Ky. 

More than 300 members were 
added to the church under Mr. Gup- 
ton’s leadership, and the indebted- 
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ness on sanctuary and educational 
building was reduced by $60,000. 


A WicuitTa, Kan.—Ed E. Bridwell 
was installed July 26 as minister of 
education of Broadway Christian 
Church here. 

He graduated from Manhattan Bi- 
ble College and received his B.D. de- 
gree from Phillips University on May 
26 of this year. While attending 
Phillips, he was minister of the 
Christian Church in Coldwater, Kan- 
sas. 

The Bridwells had a desire to be- 
come missionaries and moved to 
Enid where both Mr. and Mrs, Brid- 
well might receive the necessary 
training. However, Mrs. Bridwell 
contracted polio, and this made it 
impossible for them to carry out 
their plans. 


A BLOOMINGTON, IND.—Jack Smith 
assumed his duties as director of 
student activities for First Christian 
Church, Bloomington, Ind., July 1. 

He is directing the work of the 
Indiana Campus Christian Founda- 
tion which serves the Christian 
Church students at Indiana Univer- 
sity. 

He has participated in two work 
camps sponsored by the department 
of the campus Christian ministry of 
the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety—Howarp E. ANDERSON 


A CoRVALLIS, ORE.—Richard Flood 
from Santa Monica, Calif., First 
Christian Church became campus 
pastor of the Oregon Christian 
Churches, Oregon State University 
here. 


A Rivers, CALir.—David M. Stewart, 
minister to the church of Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, for four years, has just 
received his Bachelor of Divinity de- 
gree from Drake University this 
spring and has accepted the pastor- 
ship of the Rivera Christian Church 
in Rivera, Calif. 

Former pastor, James H. McCal- 
lum, retired missionary from China 
field, is now touring United States 
with his wife and will return to 
Southern California Jan. 1, 1960, to 
make himself available for interim 
ministries. 


A CENTRALIA, WASH.—Glen W. Mell 
closed his work at First Christian 
Church, Centralia, Wash., June 30, 
to become pastor of First Christian 
Church, Fort Collins, Colo., July 1. 

Installation services, conducted by 
Maurice F. Lyerla, executive secre- 
tary of the Christian Churches of 
Colorado, were held July 19. 

Mr. Mell served this summer as 
president of the Washington-North 
Idaho Convention of Christian 
Churches. He had served on the 
state board and the executive com- 
mittee. 


RELAX eee 


DON’T RUSH ME 


A little child wandered 
into camp where the Boy 
Scouts of Central Church, 
Enid, Okla., were settled 
with their leaders. 

Noting the swimming fa- 
cilities nearby, a Scouter 
asked the little fellow, “Is 
the water cold here?” 

“Not till you get in it,” 
was the quick reply. 

—Church Visitor 


e@ee 
MODERN TIMES 


Two cows stopped their 
grazing to observe a milk 
truck going by. In large 
letters it advertised: 


MILK 


Grade A, Pasteurized, Ho- 
mogenized, Vitamin D 
added. 

Said one cow to the other, 
“Doesn’t that make you 
feel inadequate?” 

—C. E. L. 
e@ @ ®@ 


One kind of motorist who 
never runs out of gas is the 


backseat driver. 
xk kk 
Sometimes I simply can’t 
see why 
Folks act the way they do. 


Which makes me realize 
that I 
Might puzzle others, too! 


—CENTRAL CHURCH 
CHIMES, Lex., Ky. 


























to know is... 


I want 
do you UNlore ’em!” 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





No Room for Objection 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


I have just completed “Testimony 
and Not a Test” (CEH-FR, July 5, 
1959), telling of the Second General 
Synod of the United Churches of 
Christ and the statement of faith. 

It is my earnest hope and unceas- 
ing prayer that union may be found 
between the three denominations. 
We all acknowledged the oneness of 
our faith, and, though A. Campbell 
said the church of Jesus Christ is 
one, the uniting of the three bodies 
would go far to formalizing such a 
truth, putting us more in tune with 
each other through a unity of 
Christ’s love. 

I can hardly see how anyone could 
object to the statement of faith, 
which is wonderful to me. I have 
read it innumerable times and am 
stirred anew with each reading. No, 
I can see no room for objection here, 
especially so since it is a testimony 
and not a creed, or test of faith.— 
Bop W. JAMES, New Cumberland, 
Pa. 


Unity or Fusion? 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I read your July 5th number at 
once and pretty thoroughly, as I 
usually do. On a visit to a staunch 
and intelligent fellow preacher next 
day he remarked, “I was about to 
send the Evangelist a blanket en- 
dorsement until I got that number.” 

Little fault could be found with 
your editorial; you touched the 
“United Church of Christ” rather 
gingerly, I thought. But the treat- 
ment by Brother Sikes offended my 
intelligence, challenged my convic- 
tions and raised my ire. The “State- 
ment of Faith” displayed on page 9 
“turned my stomach,” if I may re- 
vert to a phrase of the vernacular. 

And we have come to this, that 
a group of theological rhetoricians 
frame up a form of pretty words, a 
sort of poem in blank verse, to be 
read by the United Church of Christ, 
and we seem to pause and give a 
listening ear! 

On July 5, Brother Gaines Cook 
addressed the gathering at Oberlin. 
I do not know a man I would trust 
more confidently to present our plea. 
But Brother Cook, no doubt, was 
chosen by these well-meaning, but 
still groping, proponents because of 
the office he holds. His appearance 
in that role, whatever he or we may 
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understand, will be taken as repre- 
senting two million disciples who 
know little and care less for this 
new stagger of denominationalism. I 
predict that The Christian Evange- 
list-Front Rank and the Interna- 
tional Convention will suffer much 
adverse criticism for this ill-timed 
and unwarranted inclination’ to 
carry on this courtship. 

For just what is this proposed new 
thing that comes forth under a 
somewhat intriguing new name? 
Just this: two denominations fuse; 
this is not unusual or exciting news 
—just a new denomination. Then 
two others fuse; nor is that out of 
the ordinary in this ecumenical pe- 
riod. But then the two pairs fuse, 
creating a multicolored conglomer- 
ate denomination, larger but no 
whit different. Not a word against 
the sin of denominationalism or ap- 
peal to the holy scriptures. And so, 
four denominational failures can be 
fused into a whopping success. What 
have we to do with it save to com- 
mend the tendency toward a better 
day? 

As said certain ones of old (see 
2 Kings 7:9), “This day is a day of 
good news; if we are silent and wait 
until the morning light, punishment 
will overtake us; now therefore 
come, let us go and tell. ...’ We 
have a witness to bear, and shall we 
pause to confer, encourage and frat- 
ernize with that we set out to de- 
stroy? 

Drastic as this letter may sound I 
trust you will use it promptly. Truly 
“the spirit and soul of all reform 
is free discussion.” 

At the Saint Louis Convention and 
then, again, at our Indiana Conven- 
tion, there was a sinister intimation 
that our agencies and conventions 
are to be thought of as sacred, as 
parts of the church. This is an old 
fallacy—failure to distinguish be- 
tween the holy and the common. 

Not one-tenth of one per cent of 
our people would go along with this 
presumptious “United Church of 
Christ.”—S. S. Lappin, Bedford, Ind. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: We might find 
ourselves in a situation similar to 
that which faced Brother Lappin’s 
distinguished early _ predecessor, 
Isaac Errett, when he published his 
“Synopsis.” Said Moses Lard, one of 
our own predecessors at The Col- 
lege of the Bible, “There is not a 
sound man .. . that has not felt 
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scandalized by it. . . . It is an of- 
fense tossed into the teeth of the 
people.” But free discussion about 
nothing equals nothing. So, we 
don’t fear “Synopses,” “Pleas” or 
“Statements of Faith.” 


Long-Time Reader 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I remember when my mother took 
the Christian Monitor, edited by M. 
M. B. Goodwin, before I was old 
enough to read. I imagine it was 
the first effort of the’ women of our 
faith to publish a missionary paper. 
I also remember meeting Mrs. Moses 
E. Lard when she was quite old.— 
Mrs. SIDNEY S. Ducat, Beeville, 
Texas. 


Editor’s Comment: Mrs. Dugat 
also sent us a fine picture of F. E. 
Meigs and another of John Randall, 
G. W. Longdon and a Brother Todd. 


Essence or Obedience 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


In your editorial of June 21, 1959, 
you speak of essentials and that 
there is no general agreement. I 
have stated on several occasions that 
I wished that church people would 
forget about the word “essential” 
and teach “obedience” to Christ be- 
cause he said to do such things and 
we do them because we love him, 
and leave it up to him as to its part 
in salvation. 

A young man who attended a Bi- 
ble Class that I was teaching, asked 
me one time if I thought baptism 
was essential to salvation. He had 
been raised in another church but 
I saw that he was in earnest, so I 
said, “What difference does it 
make?” He asked what I meant. I 
said, “Are you studying the Bible 
to find out what is essential or do 
you want to find out what Christ 
wants you to do and then do it be- 
cause you love him?” He said that 
he hadn’t thought about it that way. 
I then reminded him that Jesus was 
baptized and that in the great com- 
mission he commanded his followers 
to baptize. So, by precept and ex- 
ample he shows us that he wants 
us to be baptized and that is all I 
need to cause me to be baptized 
and that is how I feel about all 
things that Christ says do... . 

That idea of obedience would lead 
to a unity of thinking.—RoBeErt B. 
WoLrorD, Dallas, Tex. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 
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RAINBOW EDITION OF THE BIBLE for 
CHILDREN, King James Version. 8 full- 
page illustrations; 8 illuminated pages of fa- 
miliar passages for the child to learn; end 
papers featuring The Lord’s Prayer and the 
23rd Psalm; presentation page. Size 4-1/4” 
x 6-7/16”. 35A171, $2.50. 35A462, with zip- 
pered cover, $3.50 


ILLUSTRATED GIFT EDITIONS of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible. Moder- 
ately priced. Printed on India paper; com- 
plete footnotes and references; 12 full-color 
illustrations and 13 six-color maps; binding 
stamped in genuine gold. 35A112, washable 
blue cloth, stained top, 2-color dust jacket, 
$3.25; 35A114, black Sturdite (imitation lea- 
ther) binding, limp style, red edges, 3-color 
presentation page, boxed, $3.50; 35A115, 
same as 35A114 except with white washable 
leatheroid binding with zipper and amber 
edges, $6.00 


INEXPENSIVE COMPLETE RSV BIBLE. 
The Old and New Testaments complete on 
992 pages. 12 reproductions of famous paint- 
ings in full color and black and white. 2- 
color presentation page and a 4-page family 
register. Red buckram over board. Imita- 
tion leather backbone with gold stamping. 
35A454, $2.00 
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give a Bible! 


CONCORDANCE BIBLES, King James Ver- 
sion. Printed in 9-point bold face type. 
Bible reader’s aids, presentation page, con- 
cordance and family register, maps and pic- 
tures, Christ’s words in red. 5%” x 7k” x %”. 
Boxed. 35A217, black leathertex, overlapping 
overs, gilt stamped, red letter edition, red 
edges, $2.50; 35A218, red letter edition, black 
leathertex overlapping covers, $3.00; 35A219, 
same as 35A218, except with zipper closure, 
$4.00 


TEXT BIBLE, King James Version. Color- 
illuminated presentation page and 2-page 
family register; full-color frontispiece. Page 
size 54” x 74”. Only %” thick. 35A221, black 
imitation leather binding, overlapping covers, 
gilt stamped, Christ's words in red, $1.75; 
35A222, same as above except maroon, $1.75; 
35A235, same as above except blue, $1.75 


NEW CRYSTALYTE BIBLE, King James 
Version. A Young People’s Bible, designed 
for rich and rewarding use. Self-pronouncing 
text, 32 pages of compiled study helps, 2-color 
presentation certificate, 8 pages of full-color 
maps plus 12 pages of full-color illustrations. 
35A459, black imitation leather, Stay-Stayn 
edges, $3.00. Also Pew and Classroom Bible, 
35A456, black impregnated fabric, $2.00 
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Have your name imprinted for only 60¢ per line. 
When purchased in quantities of 12 or more of a kind, we allow a 20% discount. 
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See our General Catalog and the Bethany 
Preview, Fall, 1959, for other Bibles and 
Testaments 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179; ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 


OS 











Wd age.) | ee | ee @ 7 Let’s Talk It Over Let's Talk It Over 


Let’s Talk It Over 


LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: In a recent ar- 
ticle you championed the cause 
of the pastor and chastised the 
chairman of the board for lis- 
tening to criticism of his pastor. 
In our smaller churches where 
we have no standing pulpit com- 
mittee, to whom can the church 
members complain about the in- 
efficiency of the pastor if not to 
the board chairman? Just be- 
cause a church issued a call to 
a@ minister six or seven years ago 
does that mean that that church 
is stuck with him until he 
reaches retirement age? 


ANSWER: If I implied all the 
things that you mention in your 
letter I deserve to be called on 
the green carpet. In this col- 
umn I have never assumed that 
any of us who serve as pastors 
are perfect but I think you 
would naturally expect me to 
come to the defense of ministers 
when I feel they are being sub- 
jected to unfair and unchristian 
tactics. 

If my memory serves me right 
the original question from a 
board chairman was concerning 
how long should he receive criti- 
cisms of his pastor before he 
asked for the pastor’s resigna- 
tion. I tried to make it clear 
that it was not the board chair- 
man’s business to fire his min- 
ister and certainly not his chief 
business to turn a listening ear 
to all the criticisms made of the 
minister. That is quite differ- 
ent from suggesting that a 
church is under obligation to 
keep the same pastor until time 
for retirement. 


In your letter you suggest 
that your church is declining 
under your present leadership 
and you want to know when and 
how steps can be taken to 
change that leadership. You 
seem to feel that the decline of 
your church is do wholly to your 
minister. 

In the same mail.I received 
a letter from a lady telling of 
a church meeting called to tell 
the minister he would have to 
look for another pulpit and at 
that meeting someone suggested 
that the church officers cove- 
nant to pray each day for their 
pastor. The officers agreed. 
The minister became a man 
with new power and the church 
began to grow in numbers and 
spirit. She stated that that was 
several years ago and the minis- 
ter is still the beloved leader of 
that congregation. 


Let me hasten to admit that 
some churches face demons that 
cannot even be cast out by fast- 
ing and prayer. In that case, 
I would say the official board 
will have to talk frankly to the 
pastor. Most churches have a 
60- or 90-day notice in their 
original contract. Both 
churches and ministers should 
be willing to live up to their 
contract but I would add that 
there is also an obligation to 
exercise the Spirit rather than 
the Law. We must always re- 
member that one or two wolves 
howling their criticisms can 
sound like a whole pack. 

Now let me say a word to 
ministers which you lay people 


by F. E. Davison 


must not read. As a good min- 
ister of Christ Jesus all of us 
must be able to develop a sixth 
sense. That sixth sense must 
tell us when to change pulpits. 

This business of being a min- 
ister is no bed of roses. We 
may want very badly to change 
pulpits, but no _ opportunity 
opens up. This is one of the 
hazards of our work and one 
that. drives some from the 
Christian ministry and keeps 
others from choosing such a vo- 
cation. 

Churches must be Christian 
and at times show great mercy 
if they are to have ministerial 
leadership for tomorrow. How- 
ever, we ministers must not im- 
pose on that mercy and feel that 
just because of our high calling 
we must be carried around on 
a silver platter. 


Church Chuckles 


Babe > pmiprg glad now that 
we paid up our church pledge 


re leaving on our vaca- 











